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June is the busiest month of the year for 
the Friends by a considerable margin. It 
began with two events held jointly with 
the Battersea Society as our contribution 
to the Wandsworth Heritage Festival: a 
guided walk on 2 June followed by a lec-
ture by Jennifer Ullman on the history 
of the Park on 7 June. Jennifer’s lecture 
spirited us through the early beginnings 
of the Park to the present and was fol-
lowed by some excellent questions. 

The apogee for the Friends was our 
annual fundraising barbecue on 12 June. 
Do come next year if you missed it this 
year and please go out of your way to sup-
port all the local businesses that have so 
generously supported us. A report of this 
thoroughly enjoyable evening is on page 
8 and a list of our sponsors is on page 9.

The Friends had a stall at the Live Music 
at the Bandstand event on 9 June, the 
Chelsea Bridge Wharf Summer Party 
on 17 June and the Dog Show run by 
the Parks Police on 24 June. We were 
delighted to sign up several new members 
which makes it all worthwhile.

July’s key event is the AGM on Tuesday 

10 July at 6.30 for 7pm at All Saints 
Church, 100 Prince of Wales Drive 
(new time and new place). This is your 
chance to have your say and to meet Neil 
Blackley who became Enable’s new Head 
of Parks on 18 June.

There is no Sculpture Award in September 
so the next date for your diary is Monday 
29th October for our lunchtime lecture 
by Liz Rawlinson, from the Inchbald 
School of Garden Design, on landscape 
and garden design - see coral form 
enclosed. The Shaftesbury Christian 
Centre is only a three minute walk from 
the Library in Battersea Park Road.

We are seeking your views on whether the 
new playground in East Carriage Drive 
should be fenced and your thoughts 
about a free 5k run in the Park at 9am 
every Saturday organised by parkrun. The 
run would be cancelled if there were other 
booked events in the Park. The Friends’ 
views will be influential but final deci-
sions are for Wandsworth Council. For 
more information, see page 7.

Enable’s contract to manage the parks 
and open spaces in Wandsworth and 
other leisure and culture services is due 
to end in autumn 2019. If there is to be a 
new contract, we would like a chance to 
comment and in particular to stress the 
importance of horticultural skills, main-
tenance and an increase in resources for 
litter collection

The Park is looking magnificent at the 
moment. I hope that you are all able to 
take some time to enjoy it. 
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Parkwatch 

Neil Blackley takes over as  
Head of Parks  
Neil Blackley arrived on 18 June as the 
new Head of Parks for Enable. This is 
without doubt the most important news 
in Parkwatch since Neil will be in day 
to day overall charge of Battersea Park 
and the other parks and open spaces in 
Wandsworth.

His manager, Simon Ingyon, writes “Neil 
joins us from Scotscape Maintenance 
Limited where he has worked for the 
past six years progressing to Commercial 
Manager after being a Team Manager and 
Contract Manager. He is very passionate 
about working for Enable, a charity and 
in the public sector and I think he has the 
skills, knowledge and personality to be a 
very successful Head of Parks”.

Neil will be at our AGM on 10 July, so 
you will all have a chance to meet him 
then.

Jerry Birtles retires as Chief  
Parks Officer  
After 29 years working for Wandsworth 
Council, and then recently Enable, and 
a total of 37 years in local government, 
Jerry decided to retire. We know that he 
wants to play more golf and see exciting 
parts of South America and possibly even 
Antarctica. He had a splendid leaving 
party at the Bowling Green, recom-
mended for summer parties, and for hire 
via Idverde. His parting gifts included a 
box containing a lavatory handle in 
memory of many years of battling with 
the loos in Battersea Park, and a genuine, 
original Philip Wright cartoon from the 
Friends which was presented to him at 
his final Committee meeting.  

Jerry’s speciality is trees and he rounded 
off his career with an intriguing tree walk 
in the Park on the evening of 30 May.

He says that in his travels “I may even 
get to see a few trees without worrying 
about them”. The Friends thank Jerry for 
all that he has done for the Park. It has 
been a pleasure working with him and 
we all wish him a thoroughly enjoyable 
retirement.

Paul McCue has also retired 
There is a theme here! After 45 years in 
public service, Paul also retired in May 
as CEO of Enable. His wealth of experi-
ence and crisp approach will be very 
much missed. His successor is expected 
to be appointed soon.  

Russell Page Garden  
The good news is that the new soil is in, 
the roses have been planted and some 
protective hooped fencing has been 
installed. The less good news is that 
many of the roses are spindly and don’t 
look very happy. This is being monitored 
and replacements will be planted where 
necessary. The Friends have not yet paid 
for this work. There has been a problem 
with the newly repaired irrigation system, 
but we have been assured that this has 
been mended.Previously, the rose varie-
ties were pink Halcyon Days on the top 
tier and red Miss Times at ground level. 
Halcyon Days is no longer available and 
Miss Times was lacking in vigour. The 

chosen replacements are Queen Elizabeth 
and Scarlet Queen Elizabeth which are 
similar in colour and known to be ‘good 
doers’.

Work carried out using funds 
from Formula E  
The painting of the external railings is 
expected to be complete by the time that 
you read this. The Friends are delighted 
that this work has been done. It empha-
sises the importance of the Park that lies 
within, which the previous peeling paint 
on the railings did not.

The Winter Garden exit path to the 
Beechmore Gate has also been completed 
so the approach to the Winter Garden 
from the east is much enhanced. Work on 
reconfiguring the paths near the Albert 
Gate will begin in the autumn.
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The Cascades restoration feasibility study 
is still outstanding. Until this is done, 
there can be no grant application and 
the £110K held back for use as match 
funding will remain in hand. It must not 
be forgotten!

Cadent works near Chelsea  
Bridge  
Considering how much work has been 
undertaken, those who use the Park have 
been very little inconvenienced. Even 
that inconvenience is coming to an end 
as the hoardings are removed and new 
soft landscaping is installed. Friends’ 
Committee members will be meeting 
Cadent in July to discuss the company’s 
plans for this. 

A reminder of past activity: the new 
tunnel is 330m long with a diameter of 
1.8m and has two 30m tunnel shafts, 
one in the grounds of the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea and the other in Battersea Park. 
The two shafts were sunk last year. TBM 
(Tunnel Boring Machine) Amanda—
which was controlled by an above ground 
operator—then dug the tunnel in just 
24 days.

Playground resurfacing  
The hugely popular junior and toddler 
playgrounds near the Sun Gate are shut 
for resurfacing. 

Some tantrums amongst children and 
parents alike are inevitable. The work 
is planned to finish in mid-July so that 

everything will be back to normal by the 
beginning of the summer holidays. Let’s 
hope that there will be no delays.

Peace Pagoda  
The Anniversary Celebration of the 
London Peace Pagoda took place on 16 
June, as it has for the past 33 years, since 
Ken Livingstone rode in on an elephant 
to open it. This was remembered by Bruce 
Kent in one of the multi-faith addresses; 
he credited Illtyd Harrington of the LCC 
with cutting through bureaucracy to get 
permission for the pagoda. 

The annual Nagasaki Day Peace Walk 
from Westminster Cathedral to the 
London Peace Pagoda will take place 
on 9th August, followed by a Floating 
Lantern Ceremony at sunset.

Go Ape  
Go Ape have launched a new party pack-
age. It includes free wi-fi and free tea 

Parkwatch 
. . . Cont/d

& coffee for parents, refurbished ‘forest 
view’ rooms, healthy lunchboxes for every 
party-goer, a t-shirt for the birthday boy 
or girl, and a dedicated party host to 
make sure the day runs smoothly and 
to take some pressure off the parents.

Pear Tree Café summer hours 
The Pear Tree Café is now open for dinner 
Tuesday to Saturday. The café closes at 
10pm. Every Wednesday, there is live jazz 
from 7pm to 9pm. 

Another python in the Park  
On 1 June, there were reports of another 
python in the Park. Three were cap-
tured last year, all thought to have been 
dumped by an irresponsible owner. This 
one was also captured and again sent to 
the RSPCA hospital in Putney and then 
onwards to a specialist reptile centre. If 
you see a snake, please phone the Parks 
Police on 07500 959442 or the RSPCA 
Helpline on 0300 1234 999.

Filming 
Many of you may have been gripped by 
The Split, BBC One’s legal drama focus-
ing on the lives of a family of female 
divorce lawyers. It is now out on DVD 
so you can fast-forward to spot the 

Friends of Battersea 
Park Committee

Frances Radcliffe OBE Chairman 
Mike Bates (Archive) 
Steve Bunn (Art) 
Russ Coffey (Web) 
Inge Darling (Children) 
Chris Davies (Dogs) 
Claire Elliot (Thrive) 
Adrian Flook (Treasurer) 
Angela Grant (Winter Garden) 
Elizabeth Hood (Secretary) 
Karen Horan (Review Production) 
Peta May Law (Distribution)  
Michèle Marriott (Events) 
Angela McDonald (Community 
Relations) 
Andrew McKay (Planning) 
Sally Orman (Advertising) 
Annabel Stein (Membership)
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Parkwatch 
. . . Cont/d

locations in Wandsworth and especially 
in Battersea Park.

On a lighter note, watch out for a Pimm’s 
advertisement filmed in the Park in May. 
Originating in Thailand and called ‘The 
Running of the Bride’, the 40 brides and 
grooms ran from Westminster Bridge, 
past Westminster Abbey, before crossing 
the finishing line at in the Park, during 
which time the couples faced challenges 
like hurling bouquets, a ‘balloon slalom’ 
and a torrential downpour (delivered by 
powerful sprinklers). 

The winners were ‘crowned’ at the finish 
line and celebrated with a Pimm’s cock-
tail and a corgi to tie in with the Royal 
Wedding and the wedding season in 
general. They also won £8,000.

For the future, the BBC have been film-
ing parts of Mrs Wilson in the Park. 
Award-winning actress Ruth Wilson (The 
Affair, Luther) leads an all-British cast 
in a new original drama for BBC One 
based on the life of her own grandmother. 
The cast includes Iain Glen, Keeley 
Hawes, Anupam Kher and Fiona Shaw. 
Mrs Wilson is inspired by the memoir 
of Ruth Wilson’s grandmother and her 
family’s complicated history. Set between 
1940s and 1960s London, the series fol-
lows Alison Wilson, who thinks she is 
happily married until her husband dies 
and a woman turns up on her doorstep 
claiming that she is the real Mrs. Wilson. 
Anything more would be a plot spoiler.

Australian War Memorial  
Jill, Duchess of Hamilton died on 22 
April, three days short of Anzac Day. She 
organised the memorial in Battersea Park 
to the Australian soldiers who had died 
in Europe and the Middle East in both 
World Wars. This eventually led to the 
memorial at Hyde Park Corner, which 
was built by the Australian government.

BEYOND THE RAILINGS:  
Peregrine falcons  
The extent of the building works on the 
Battersea Power Station site is almost 
unbelievable. It is well worth taking to 
the top deck of a 344 or 156 bus for a 
bird‘s eye view, and to try to spot the only 
peregrine falcon chick to have fledged 
this year, a male named Solo. If you get 
off at the Riverlight bus stop and walk 
back through the Power Station devel-
opment to the river, the view from the 
ground is equally impressive.

A Friend, Mrs R Lowe, sent the follow-
ing letter to the Friends’ Committee on 
31 May to pass on to Inspector Steve 
Biggs and Enable.

Problem with cyclists on the 
River Walk in Battersea Park  
My husband and I are increasingly con-
cerned with the increase in cyclists who 
use the River Walk in Battersea Park.

Our understanding is that this area is 
meant to be cycle-free. However, due to 
unclear signage specifying this, cyclists 
flout this rule and even when we have 
from time to time stopped cyclists we 
have most often been met with abuse 
and total disdain.

We would like to raise this issue as a seri-
ous concern, as it is an accident waiting 
to happen. With the increase of popula-
tion using Battersea Park, the likelihood 
of a cyclist hitting a pedestrian on the 
River Walk is ever increasing. It is also 

unpleasant often to have cyclists force 
you to move out of their way, when they 
are not supposed to be there in the first 
place!

Please will you take our concerns seri-
ously. The sign you have at the Albert 
Bridge gate is wholly inadequate; it is 
damaged, and it is unclear to what area 
it refers.

We would like to suggest that you 
have written on the pavement ‘NO 
CYCLING’ as it is in Hampstead Heath. 
Ideally this should be done at all the entry 
points onto the River Walk. Also, the 
round signs you have with a picture of a 
bicycle, and underneath the words ‘NO 
CYCLING’ are too small. The round sign 
should have a red diagonal line across the 
picture of the bicycle to make is visibly 
clear it means no cycling.

Thank you for taking the time to consider 
our concerns.

Steve Biggs has responded as follows: 
The sign at Albert foot Gate is indeed old 
and does not contain any symbols—it is 
also an old free standing sign and should 
instead be fixed to the estate rail.

The parks service will review the no 
cycling signage as requested and replace 
as necessary at Albert Bridge and Chelsea 
gate entrances. We will not pursue writ-
ing on the river walk floor for now but 
may consider it again.

The No Cycling signs are approved by the 
Highway Code as signs giving orders and 
the ‘no cycling’ words are there.

Many Friends will share Mrs Lowe’s 
views. By the time you read this, let’s 
hope that the new signs are in place. 
Writing on the paths and carriageways 
themselves has so far been avoided in 
order to preserve the rural feel of the 
Park, but it is good to know that this 
could be reconsidered in key areas.

Letters
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Friends’ Views Sought! 

Fencing for the new play-
ground on East Carriage 
Drive? 
When this new playground was cre-
ated, the whole idea was that it should 
be an open playground in a grassy 
natural area with a rural feel. In line 
with this, the structures are wooden 
and the ground surfaces are woodchip 
or sand. 

It has been suggested that the playground 
should be fenced.

Fencing may deter children from leav-
ing the area and reduce fouling by dogs, 
but young children using this playground 
should be supervised at all times and fenc-
ing will not prevent fouling by foxes and 
other animals. For those who do not want 
to use this playground as it is, there are 
fenced playgrounds near the Sun Gate. 

There is no doubt that dogs are being 
brought with buggies and babies right 
into the playground. For dog owners, 

this may be one if its charms. For those 
with children fearful of dogs, this is not 
good news. For them, dogs are an issue 
almost everywhere within the Park.

When someone complains, it is always 
difficult to know whether this is a lone 
voice or representative of many others. 
What do you think? Let us know at 
media@friendsofbattersepark.org.

Parkrun 
Parkrun organise 5km runs open to all, 
free of charge, at 9am on Saturday morn-
ings. They have long wanted to organise a 
run in Battersea Park and have proposed 
a circuit twice round Central Avenue, 
West Carriage Drive, South Carriage 
Drive and East Carriage Drive. The run 
would begin and end near the Bandstand.

Please take a look at Parkrun’s website at 
parkrun.org.uk. 

In April, a run was introduced on 
Clapham Common. Parkrun’s records 

show that the largest number of runners 
to date was 597, with an average of 414. 
The run on Tooting Common average has 
had 817 runners, with an average of 440. 

Parkrun is a wonderful idea, encourag-
ing people to run and engendering a 
community spirit. It is extremely well 
organised, relying on motivated volun-
teers. The main concern for Battersea 
Park is the huge—and they would be 
huge—numbers of people that could be 
expected to come to the Park and both 
the disruption that might be caused to 
those who already use the Park and the 
number of cars and bicycles that could 
be involved. On the other hand, the Park 
including the car parks is relatively quiet 
at 9am on a Saturday morning. All signs 
of parkrun would have pretty much van-
ished by 9.45am.

Please let us know what you think at 
media@friendsofbattereapark.org.
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He never sang last year. The year before
he pierced the grumble of the rush-hour cars,
the boom of Boeings queuing for a slot;
above the rumble of the city’s sound
his joyful cadences would swoop and soar.
As soon as dawn began to dim the stars
he perched exulting from his chosen spot
feet from our window, echoes rang around.

But not for us alone his bright eyes shone;
the grand townhouses and the crammed estate
all relished the exuberance of his song
in sparkling sunshine and in creeping dark.
The next year, who knows why, and he was gone.
This spring, again from early day till late,
once more the magic we have missed so long
leavens the fairground’s clamour from the park.

Paul Albrecht, April 2018

Battersea Blackbird



There were some ominous dark clouds 
at about 5pm which created a frisson of 
concern, but this year’s BBQ was dry and 
especially cheerful when the sun finally 
emerged. As the smoke began to rise and 
the cooking was well underway, we knew 
that it would be a great evening.

The children were greeted not only by a 
parrot but also by a gorilla AKA Shannon 
from the Zoo and Sam from GoApe. 

A small girl was overheard saying the 
thing she liked best about the BBQ was 
the gorilla, so well done Sam!

This year’s silent auction, raffle and tom-
bola prizes seemed better than ever and 
the children’s activities were fast and furi-
ous with pig races, Teddy Tennis, face 
painting and other attractions. 

It was a new treat that this year several 
children were allowed into the meerkat 
enclosure when they were fed at 7pm—
watched by quite a crowd.

Friends’ Annual BBQ 2018

More people 
than usual 
seemed to 
enjoy walking 
round the zoo. 
For one person, 
who had only 
learnt to walk 
the previous 
day, the BBQ 
proved irresist-
ible fun as he 
honed his skills 
and enjoyed 
the evening. 
He can be seen 
stepping out 
opposite.

The Smart team laid on a fantastic feast 
of delicious burgers, sausages and salads, 
and they are masters of speedy and help-
ful service to ensure that queues move 
quickly. They achieved all this with 
calm efficiency despite some technical 
problems. 

Once again, 
our team 
of home 
bakers did 
us proud 
with 
brownies 
and lemon 
drizzle 
cake. 

 
Les Soneros played their hearts out as 
they always do, and produced an impres-
sive drum roll to precede announce-
ments. It is still impossible to quiet the 
chat until the final moments of drawing 
the raffle. This year, tickets were drawn by 
Councillor Haggis Walker, Rev Nagase 
our Buddhist monk, who attended the 
BBQ for the first time, and various 
enthusiastic children.

The Friends are extremely fortunate that 
so many local businesses and individuals 
give us such generous donations. Please 
support them as they have supported us!

Battersea Park Review 8

It was a wonderful evening!
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BBQ Thanks!

The Friends of Battersea Park would like 
to thank the Heap family for once again 
so generously allowing us to hold our 
fundraising barbecue in the Children’s 
Zoo and for their raffle prize of season 
tickets to the Zoo and silent auction prize 
of the opportunity to be a junior keeper 
for a day.

We are very grateful to our supporters 
below who made our 13th annual bar-
becue on 12th June such a success.

For the Silent Auction: Lord 
Addington, Battersea Power Station, 
Battersea Dogs and Cats Home, the 
Bright Emporium St John’s Hill, Carney’s 
Community Gym, Fortnum & Mason, 
Lambeth Palace, artist Michael Warren, 
Mosimann’s Belgravia, Pestana Chelsea 
Bridge Hotel & Spa, Rose Prince’s 
Cookery School, Vivienne Westwood 
and Wandsworth Radio.

For the Barbecue: Kim Laley and 
Hannah Grozier of Smart Hospitality 
for the delicious food and cheerful and 
helpful service, led by Smart’s boss Greg 
Lawson and his team. 

For Puddings: Capitan Corelli, 
Sophie Douglas-Bate of Edible Food 
Design, Angie Grant, Celia Greetham 
and Henrietta Wright.

For Wine: Borough Wines & Beers, 
Douglas & Gordon, Majestic, the Clack 
Family and the Luther Family. 

For the Bar: Fuller, Smith & Turner, 
Chiswick Brewery and Sambrook’s 
Brewery Battersea.

For Music: Victor Garcia and Los 
Soneros sponsored by Hodders Law

For Face Painting: Laura from Miss 
Dee-Faced

For Flowers: Thrive

For Generous Donations:   
Animals: Barking Betty Dog Grooming, 
Battersea Park Dog Walker, Dog Buddy, 
Dog Walk London, Medivet Battersea, 
Puppy School.

Arts & Culture: Battersea Society, Enable 

for Foodstock and Fireworks in the Park, 
FoBP Autumn Lecture & Subscription, 
Fullers Brewery Tour, Garden Museum, 
St Mary’s Church Battersea, Theatre503.

Children: Fencing School, LikeMinders 
Babysitters, Monkey Music, Sally’s 
Children’s Hair, Teddy Tennis.

Food & Drink: Antipasto, Augustine 
Kitchen, Bayley & Sage, Be at One 
Cocktail Bar, The Botanist, Cinnamon 
Kitchen, The Draft House Westbridge, 
Ego Sum Olive Oil, Holy Cow Indian 
Food, The Lighthouse (Battersea), 
The Mason’s Arms, Oddono’s Italian 
Ice Cream, Park Road Kitchen, Pear 
Tree Café, Piatto Café and Restaurant, 
PizzaExpress Battersea, The Prince Albert, 
San Gennaro, Tangerine Dream Café 
at the Physic Garden, Tesco Battersea, 
Vagabond, Wright Bros Fish Restaurant.

Flowers: Battersea Flower Station and 
Rocco Flowers.

Hair and Beauty: Edward James 
London, Eighty-8 Nail Studio, Elegance 
Nails & Spa, Team Work Hair & Beauty 
Salon, Lux Nails & Beauty, Thai Charms 
& Spa, Uffizi Hair Gallery.

Health and Leisure: Battersea Back 
Clinic, Battersea Flower Station, Battersea 

Yoga, Blue Bird Battersea Boat Trips, 
Body Logic Health, Boom Cycle, Bridge 
Dry Cleaners, Embody Wellness, Fantasy 
Cleaners, Flying Fantastic, Go Ape, 
John Lewis Oxford Street, Latchmere 
Leisure Centre, Liz Earle Wellbeing, 
New Vintage, Nuffield Health Fitness, 
Pi Studios, Putt in the Park, Stars Gym 
Battersea, Wendy Jardine Pilates.

On the Night: The Douglas & Gordon 
team, led by James Clifton and Emma 
Seckel, with Olivia Chase, Beth Corbet, 
Will Hunter, Sam Jacobs, Victoria Lear, 
Maude Melton and James Philips.

Gemma Bechervaise and Cara Gibson 
from Enable, Inspector Steve Biggs from 
Wandsworth Council’s Police Service; 
Oliver Brown from Teddy Tennis, Sam 
Basset the Gorilla from Go Ape, and 
Fiona and Anita and their colleagues, 
including Shannon the Parrot, from 
the Zoo, for all their friendly and will-
ing help.

Finally, special thanks to the Barbecue 
planners, Committee, family, friends and 
Friends who helped on the night.

For contact details for any of the above, 
email info@friendsofbatterseapark.org 
or phone 020 7622 5199.
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Jerry Birtles’ Tree Walk

On 30 May, on a warm evening, 30 
Friends and others joined Jerry at the 
Bandstand for a special walk. Jerry started 
by reminding everyone that the Park is an 
entirely artificial landscape created 160 
years ago. It contains over 70 genera and 
over 200 species, all specially selected for 
their beauty and suitability for specific 
places in the Park. There is also an out-
standing collection of hollies.

We walked from the Bandstand south 
towards the Subtropical Garden, pausing 
to look at the Paulownia tomentosa (fox-
glove tree) and the Catalpa bignonioides 
(Indian bean tree) on our right. We then 
turned left towards the Pump House to 
admire a number of other trees includ-
ing the Robinia pseudoacacia or false 
acacia tree in full flower and the cedar 
of Lebanon planted by the Lebanese 
ambassador and subsequently moved to 
its present site. After a slow start, it now 
seems to be flourishing. Jerry reminded 
us that there are a number of commemo-
rative trees in the Park, such as the Grace 
Darling oak on the River Walk.

As we turned right at the Pump House, 
towards the Ladies’ Pond, Jerry was tem-
porarily puzzled by the multi-stemmed 
tree on the corner, subsequently identi-
fied as a female Broussonetia papyrifera 
or paper mulberry. 

Turning right again, we took in the weep-
ing beeches on the corners, the rather 
special variegated chestnut, the two dawn 
redwoods and the three swamp cypresses, 
the magnificent hybrid strawberry tree 
which is the largest in the country, the 
horse chestnut stump on the right which 
derives from the original 1850s planting, 
and on the right hand corner approach-
ing the Subtropical Garden, the snake-
bark maple which is immediately recog-
nisable by its unusual bark.

Jerry drew our attention to the antiquity 
of gingko, also known as the maidenhair 

tree, as we emerged into the Subtropical 
Garden. It is found in fossils dating back 
270 million years. The other tree in the 
Park of pre-historic origin is the young 
Wollemi pine on North Carriage Drive 
supplied by RBG Kew. This pine was 
known only through fossil records until 
it was rediscovered in Australia in 1994.

Walking west round the Subtropical 
Garden, we were reminded of the impor-
tance of the old trees (another original 
horse chestnut and a weeping ash where 
the two weeping grafts can be seen 
clearly but the host tree is proving over-
successful) and the importance of new 
and special planting to follow in John 
Gibson’s nineteenth century footsteps. 
In the latter category, the walk ended in 
the west of the Garden where we looked 
at the palm tree planted by the Friends 
in 1992 to encourage its restoration, the 
young Lagerstroemia or crape myrtles 
and, in a protective cage, Austrocedrus 
chilensis or the Chilean cedar supplied 
by RBG Edinburgh in co-operation with 
their Chilean colleagues.

We all learnt a great deal from Jerry whilst 
much enjoying ourselves. Two hours flew 
by. The Friends will do their best to per-
suade him to come back to lead another 
walk next year.
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Nocturnal, or crepuscular!
Valerie Selby

 We may also have little owls in the Park 
as we do know of them on Tooting and 
Wandsworth Commons. These are 
smaller still, as the name would imply, 
weighing around 170g with half the 
height and wing span of the tawny. They 
feed on invertebrates such as earthworms 
and beetles and can be much more read-
ily seen in daytime as well as at night. 
Their call is said to be reminiscent of 
a small dog barking. The little owl was 
introduced to the UK in the 19th cen-

tury and has readily assimilated into our 
ecology with no detrimental impacts on 
native species. However, between 1995 
and 2008, numbers declined by 24 per 
cent, possibly indicating that as a species 
it completes poorly with others for its 
food source.

The other key competitors after dusk 
for invertebrates are bats. In the Park 
we know we now have six species: 
common pipistrelle; soprano pipistrelle; 
Nathusius pipistrelle; noctule; Leisler’s 
and Daubenton’s. Surveys have demon-
strated that bats roost within the Park 
or very close by which is somewhat sur-
prising given the light levels, including 
in our own carriage drives, in such an 
urban area. This is often detrimental to 
bat foraging and leads to them becoming 
prey themselves, perhaps to the owls. It 
is highly likely that most of these species 
are roosting in private residences using 

Bagpuss gave a big yawn and settled 
down to sleep. And when Bagpuss 
goes to sleep, all his friends go to sleep 
too……but don’t assume that when the 
Park gates close and the Park staff go 
to sleep, the same happens here! Many 
creatures make the most of the peace and 
quiet and the cover that darkness brings. 
Key species that thrive here after dark are 
bats and owls. They are a good indicator 
of wider biodiversity as these species sit 
towards the top of the food chain, both 
reliant upon plenty of smaller creatures 
to sustain them. Owls feed upon small 
mammals, birds, frogs, fish and inverte-
brates like large beetles. They generally 
hunt from a perch, ambushing their prey 
as it moves below them. Bats feed on 
moths and other smaller invertebrates 
and often feed some distance from their 
roosts, wherever they can find a good 
supply of food.

How do we know there are owls in 
Battersea Park? Residents of the lodges 
within the Park report that they hear 
owl hoots—the familiar, stereotypical 
“twit twoo” which is the call that iden-
tifies the tawny owl. They are also a bit 
untidy (the owls not the residents) and 
often leave remains of their prey close 
to their roosts or nest sites, along with 
pellets. These pellets are the parts of prey 
that owls can’t digest such as fur, bones, 
teeth, feathers and wing cases, and analy-
sis helps us to be more specific about 
their diet. We don’t often find them in 
Battersea Park, my guess being that the 
birds roost above the patches of dense 
vegetation, where the pellets naturally 
compost down. Wherever they do roost 
or nest in the Park they will usually be 
very site faithful, with no reason to leave 
their territory. Rather sadly, a couple of 
years ago a dead adult bird was found 
in the Park, seemingly having died of 
natural causes. This was an opportunity 
to see this beautiful species close-up in 
daylight. They are much smaller than you 
might imagine with an adult weighing 
only 310–360grams which is less than a 
small bag of flour. 

loft spaces or cavities and spaces between 
bricks and tiles. Daubenton’s bats and 
the Nathusius pipistrelle favour forag-
ing over the lakes, feasting on emerging 
insects such as mayflies and lacewings, 
which accounts for their presence with 
us. The latter is a fascinating species and 
new to the Park. They migrate annually 
from Eastern Europe to the UK for the 
summer, with bats ringed in Britain 
found in Holland and conversely bats 
ringed in Latvia and Lithuania trapped 

in Sussex and Kent. Last year a trapping 
exercise was carried out, with our per-
mission, by members of the London Bat 
Group and three individual bats were 
ringed so we could discover where they 
travel to for the winter. They are a harder 
species to record as they are often only 
apparent in autumn when travelling on 
this migration, so you really do need to 
be in the right place at the right time 
to hear them. They are rare and widely 
scattered when breeding. 

This is just a snapshot of two of the spe-
cies that rise and shine as the sun sets, 
ensuring that the Park is alive twenty-four 
hours a day and remains an important 
habitat and foraging area for those crea-
tures we may never see. 

PS If you want to see an owl during 
the day, Muckle the barn owl, who was 
bred in captivity, is living happily in the 
Children’s Zoo, near the café.

Little Owl spotted in Kensington Gardens

Photo: Miranda Watkins
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Trustees’ Report for the Year

During the period from 1 April 2017 to 
31 March 2018, there were eight meet-
ings of the Committee and 44 new mem-
bers joined the Friends.

Another very successful barbecue was 
held at the Zoo on 13 June. Sally Orman 
and her Committee worked extremely 
hard to raise a splendid total of £5,796 
after expenses. It was a joy that for the 
first time in many years, we did not have 
to worry about the weather. The even-
ing was balmy and warm, and we had 
a record number of people, including 
more children than ever. There was the 
usual relaxed and happy atmosphere with 
music, dancing, delicious food, a silent 
auction, a tombola, a raffle and face-
painting. As ever, the Friends benefited 
enormously from generous donations by 
individuals and local businesses which 
were much appreciated.

The Annual General Meeting took place 

on 3 July at the Ethelburga Community 
Centre. It was attended by Chief Parks 
Officer, Jerry Birtles from Enable, 
which manages the Park on contract 
to Wandsworth Council, Inspector 
Steve Biggs from the Council’s Parks 
and Events Police Service and over 30 
Friends. Issues raised after formal busi-
ness included how to discourage the 
number of polluting vehicles in the Park, 
especially where engines were kept run-
ning, and to encourage electric vehicles; 
the pythons that had recently been dis-
covered near the Rosery Gate; rubbish on 
busy days and the frequency and timing 
of collections; the Cascades restoration 
project; the failing roses in the Russell 
Page Garden; use of the Bowling Green; 
and concerns about cyclists riding dan-
gerously fast. 

On 17 June, the Friends had a stall at 
‘Live at the Bandstand’, a music, arts, 
crafts, food and drink event organised by 

Enable. On 25 June, we had a stall at the 
Chelsea Bridge Wharf Summer Party. At 
both events, several new members joined 
the Friends and a good number of copies 
of Jennifer Ullman’s History of the Park 
were sold.

The Battersea Park Dog Show took place 
on 18 June. Wandsworth Council’s 
Parks and Events Police Service kindly 
gave profits of £303 to the Friends. We 
were extremely grateful for this generous 
donation.

On 4 September, Haroon Mirza, recently 
awarded the Silver Lion prize at the 
Venice Biennale, presented the Friends 
Annual Sculpture prize of £2,500 to 
Makiko Takashima for her work ‘Sound 
Harmonising’. Makiko recorded the 
sounds of birds and aeroplanes in the 
Park over a twelve hour period and repre-
sented them with spheres at two levels on 
twelve striking white posts set in a circle. 

58 Battersea Bridge Road
SW11 3AG

Tel: 020 7978 5533
www.johnsonpictureframingsw11.co.uk

JOHNSON’S
Picture Framing & Gallery
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Ending 31 March 2018

Lunchtime Lectures continued with illus-
trated talks by John Wood of Oxford 
University on ‘Plant Hunting in the 
21st Century’ on 23 October and by Dr 
Elizabeth Clare on ‘The Diversity of the 
World’s Bats’ on 19 March. These lectures 
made a useful profit for the Friends and 
were relaxed and enjoyable social events. 

On 4 November, the Trustees agreed to 
refurbish the Russell Page Garden rose 
beds at a cost of £19,037 bringing in new 
soil and plants. Paul Albrecht generously 
donated £500 to this project. 

Dan Pearson’s annual review of the 
Winter Garden took place on 23 
November. The replacement planting 
that he recommended was completed 
in early 2018.

In January, with special thanks to Russ 

Coffey, the Friends launched their new 
website at friendsofbatterseapark.org.

On 28 February, a small group of 
Friends gathered for the opening of the 
new Promontory Garden designed by 
David Keary. Councillor Cook formally 
opened the Garden. The Friends con-
tributed £30,264 towards the total cost 
of over £90,000. The Friends also spent 
£2,200 on two benches: one in memory 
of founder member Ruth Forrest who 
died in November, and one to com-
memorate the opening of the Garden 
and its designer. 

The Chairman continued to represent the 
Friends at meetings of the Wandsworth 
Conservation Area Advisory Committee 
and the Battersea Power Station 
Community Forum.

The Friends continued to monitor plan-
ning matters related to the Park.

Karen Horan produced three editions of 
the Review magazine filled with infor-
mation about the Park. Thanks go to 
her, contributors and advertisers and 
also to Elizabeth Hood for her work as 
Secretary, John Marsh for his work as 
Treasurer, Annabel Stein for her work as 
Membership Secretary and Mike Bates 
for his work as our longstanding previous 
website manager. Adrian Flook replaced 
John Marsh as Treasurer on 6 November. 

We also thank Virginia Darbyshire who 
has examined this year’s accounts. 

As ever, we are grateful to those Friends 
who have continued to deliver the Review 
by hand to save substantial postage costs. 

It’s probably a tribute to Bryony Gordon

cartoon by Philip Wright

The wonderful Bryony Gordon ran this year’s London marathon raising money for the mental health 
charity Heads Together. She and model Jada Sezer ran in their underwear to prove that anyone, 
no matter their size or shape, could compete in the race.Barbara Hepworth would surely have 
approved of Bryony’s efforts
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Local artist, Michael Warren, has been 
drawing and painting contemporary 
London life for over 30 years. He spent 
five years capturing the daily life of 
the Household Cavalry and has been 
Artist in Residence at Battersea Power 
Station on and off since 1988. Born in 
Greenwich, but brought up in a Catholic 
orphanage in Orpington, he was fostered 
at the age of 7.

When did you first become  
interested in art?  
As a child, I really enjoyed painting sol-
diers, especially images of the Napoleonic 
Wars and the First and Second World 
Wars. At the age of 12, my foster parents 
sent me to a private school, where the 
Headmaster encouraged my talent—
basically because I was no good at any-
thing else! He then persuaded me to go 
to Art School.

Where did you go?  
I went to Sidcup School of Art, about 
the same time as Keith Richard, who was 
in the year below me. I did a Graphic 
Design course, which included lots of 
Fine Art. One of my most influential 
teachers was Frank Auerbach, who taught 
me Life Drawing.

What did you do when you  
graduated?  
I worked in advertising for 20 years, but 
I didn’t really enjoy it. The world was 
changing and it was such an exciting 
time—images of Carnaby Street, stripy 
shirts, Chelsea boots and the Rolling 
Stones come to mind. Then I became 
interested in politics and started drawing 

political cartoons involving the Vietnam 
War, Biafra and Northern Ireland.

When did you start painting?  
At the age of 30, I decided to go to night 
school, initially to improve my cartoon 
technique. I went to Camberwell, St 
Martin’s and Goldsmiths over the next 
few years, doing portraits and life draw-
ings, learning to work in oils. I used to go 
to St James’ Park at lunchtime to draw the 

military bands who played 
there. I particularly liked 
capturing the Blues and 
Royals, because of their 
stunning uniforms.

How did you become  
involved with painting  
the Household  
Cavalry?  
I got to know the Blues and 
Royals Band in St James’ 
Park and they invited me 
to their barracks to draw 

them on their horses. That was the start 
of a six year stint of painting them in 
an official capacity. I exhibited a series 
of watercolours of the soldiers and their 
horses at the Montpelier Studios, opened 
by their Commanding Officer, Lt-Col 
Parker Bowles, in 1983 and 1986. When 
Prince Andrew married Sarah Ferguson, 
I was invited to the wedding and asked 
to do a painting of them, for an official 
Household Cavalry card, sitting in their 
glorious carriage.

When did your involvement with 
Battersea Power Station begin?  
In 1978, I was living in Earl’s Court, 
but used to visit friends in Battersea. I 
started drawing the Power Station from 
Chelsea Bridge, the surrounding streets 
and under the old railway bridge. I got 
talking to the architect, who introduced 
me to the then owner, John Broome, who 
had plans to turn it into a theme park. 
He gave me permission to go anywhere 
on the site and capture the work that was 
being done there, paying me a retainer 
for the pleasure. There was no Health 
and Safety then—I went up in buckets, 
climbed on scaffolding and generally had 

Interview with Michael Warren
 Michèle Marriott 

the run of the place. I remember sitting 
in the café with the workmen, drinking 
tea, eating terrible sandwiches and bread 
pudding as hard as cement! One of the 
highlights of this time, was the commis-
sion of a painting of the renovation of the 
power station entitled ‘Regeneration of 
the City’, for Margaret Thatcher, the then 
Prime Minister. When it was presented 
to her, I remember thinking how very 
feminine she was, surrounded by such a 
huge number of men.

When John Broome sold BPS to 
Parkview, they were reluctant to let 
me on-site, but once Trading Holdings 
eventually came on board, they agreed to 
reinstate me, thanks to Sarah Banham, 
now Director of Communications and 
Sustainability at BPS. For the next ten 
years, I captured the constantly changing 
face of the Power Station.

When did you take the plunge  
and become a full-time artist?  
I took that leap of faith in 1987 and 
also moved to my ‘eyrie’, high above 
Battersea. I started selling my paint-
ings, exhibiting at The Pump House, 
The Royal Watercolour Society and The 
Summer Exhibition. I have never looked 
back! 

Have you ever been tempted  
to paint abroad?  
In 2007, I went to India for the first time, 
with the Battersea Park Rotary Club, who 
commissioned me to paint a series of 
scenes of the Indian countryside. I have 
been there twice since and love capturing 
the vibrant colours and everyday life of 
that amazing country, which is so differ-
ent from our own. 

When you look back at your long career, 
how do you feel about that Headmaster 
who persuaded you to go to Art School?

I’m incredibly grateful to him. I have 
been very privileged to be able to spend 
most of my life doing something that I 
love and particularly being able to cap-
ture the changing face of one of the most 
iconic buildings in the country.
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Spring Lunchtime Lecture on Bats 
Catherine Colyer

The Friends held their spring lecture 
on 19th March. The lecturer was Dr 
Elizabeth Clare, a Molecular Ecologist 
and Senior Lecturer at Queen Mary 
University of London. She and her PhD 
students have conducted field research all 
over the world, from deserts to tropical 
rainforests, on the diversity of bats.

Bat Biology 
Bats are the only mammals that have 
powered flight, the twisting of their 
wings creating the necessary lift. Their 
order is Chiroptera, meaning hand-
wing. The wings are elastic and feel 
like cling film. There are 1,300 known 
species, with an estimated 40% yet to 
be found. The smallest is the bumble-
bee bat (Kitti’s hog-nosed bat) from 
western Thailand; the largest, of the 
Pterapus genus, has a wingspan of up 
to two metres. There are only three 
species of vampire bat, all native to 
Central and South America. Blood is 
nutritionally poor, so a vampire bat 
cannot go longer than a day without 
feeding. When in need, one of them 
can beg from another which will regur-
gitate its meal. The bite of a vampire 
bat is accompanied by an anticoagu-
lant and an anaesthetic.

Bats feed on insects, nectar, pollen, 
frogs, birds, blood and fish. They live in 
caves, disused mines, old houses, barns, 
churches, trees and bat boxes. They can 
be important pollinators.

Bat Reproduction 
Bats mostly give birth to a single 
offspring, sometimes twins. One type 
has six nipples and up to three babies. 
They are born hairless, their ears and 
fingers fully developed. At birth a baby 
bat weighs 25% of its mother’s weight 
and will be mature within a month, 
by which time the mother will have 

been carrying more than her own body 
weight if she flies with a feeding infant 
under each wing. 

Echolocation 
Having evolved before the develop-
ment of echolocation, large flying foxes 
do not have this ability and must rely 
on sight. They can only glide on air 
currents. All bats can see; the relative 
size of eyes and ears can indicate the 
respective use of sight and hearing. To 
echolocate, a bat emits high-frequency 
sounds which return as they bounce 
off surfaces. Should the sound waves 
hit both ears simultaneously, the bat 
will know the obstacle is straight 
ahead; if one ear receives the infor-
mation before the other then the bat 
knows in which direction the obstacle 
lies.

Hibernation 
In northern latitudes bats hibernate 
from November to April. They often 
settle in caves in clusters in order to 
share moisture as they breathe and 
benefit from a constant temperature of 
zero or minus 1oC, even if the tem-
perature outside drops to minus 30oC. 
The arrangement of their tendons 
allows them to use their feet as hooks, 
so the act of hibernation requires no 
effort. 

Vulnerability 
Bat populations suffer from habitat 
loss, and windfarms are a particular 
threat. As the bat approaches the sails, 
it is drawn to the negative pressure 
zone behind, which causes the capil-
laries in the lungs to burst, and the 
bat to drown. In America, white-nose 
syndrome, a fungal disease, has killed 
millions of bats since 2006. 

Attitudes to bats 
In the Far East, particularly in China, 
the bat is a symbol of good fortune, 
prosperity and fertility. Its image can 
be found on the silks of Japanese 
emperors and in the carvings of the 
Mesoamerican bat god, Camazotz. 
In Europe, the bat is associated with 

Count Dracula and other vampires, 
having been adopted by gothic 
literature and film. Later, commerce 
invented Hallowe’en and bats became 
spooky. Bats never get caught in your 
hair or will almost never give you 
rabies. Apart from pollination, the bat 
is an essential part of insect control, a 
provider of guano for fertiliser and a 
source of saltpetre, notably in Virginia 
during the American Civil War.

Two pieces of research 
Dr Clare described two pieces of recent 
bat research:

1. Certain moths have developed ears to 
detect bat echolocation and evade cap-
ture. The barbastelle bat emits calls that 
are much (10–100 times) lower in ampli-
tude and remains undetected by moths 
until they get close. Sequencing faecal 
DNA showed barbastelle bats eat almost 
exclusively eared moths. The research-
ers wanted to know how bats with poor 
echolocation catch prey with good hear-
ing. The low amplitude of its calls allows 
the barbastelle to fly quite close to hear-
ing moths, remaining undetected until 
it is too late for the moths to react. 

2. The second example looked at how 
a bat can locate a moth which has its 
wings in planiform position. One smooth 
surface upon another eludes visual and 
echographic information. The micronyc-
teris bat in Central America takes prey 
off surfaces. Researchers used acoustic 
tomography to convert echoes into visual 
representations. It transpired that such 
a moth would be discerned as a hole, or 
absence of information, and thus worth 
a predatory try.

Bat diversity 
The final treat was a series of pictures 
of bats from all over the world, which 
showed astonishing diversity in size, 
colour, eye size, shape of nose and 
beauty.

After some final questions the audience 
gave enthusiastic applause in apprecia-
tion of an authoritative, thorough and 
fascinating lecture.
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speciality of Sardinia. We shared a rocket, cherry tomato and 
watercress salad but skipped dessert. The golfer just wished 
his main course had been a bit more generous as it was so 
good. We were well looked after by courteous waiters wearing 
beige aprons which exactly matched the soothing walls. The 
setting was lovely with flattering lighting, an open kitchen at 
the rear and a separate bar section. Fiume, river in English, is 
aptly named as its pretty outside terrace overlooks the Thames.

Fiume Restaurant, Unit 24 Circus West Village, Battersea 
Power Station, SW11 8BN. 020 3904 9010. Opening 
Hours, Lunch Tuesday to Friday 12noon to 3pm, Dinner 
6pm to 10 pm. Saturday lunch 11am to 3pm and dinner 
6pm to 10 pm, Sunday lunch 11am to 4pm. Prices average 
£15 for starters; £25 for mains and £6 for dessert. There 
was also a £17.50 Two-course menu with a glass of prosecco 
thrown in on the evening we were there.

What to say about Dio Kobayashi, Japan’s flying trapeze and 
somersault performer who is a member of the World of Top 
Entertainers tours? In tribute to him, and the jugglers, acro-
bats and contortionists who were at the heart of Japanese 
circuses, I took myself off to Tonkotsu (meaning slow cooked 
pork marrow broth) the seventh Japanese Ramen Restaurant 
branch in London. As it was lunchtime and surprisingly hot, 
a ramen—i.e. a cold noodle salad—seemed the perfect answer.

Circuses and Cuisine (Act 2)
Annabel Stein

As we visit Circus West Village again, I can’t help wondering 
whether any of the circus performers of the past falling into 
Hovey Burgess’s juggling, equilibristic or vaulting categories 
and working on this site had managed to eat their native cui-
sine outside the Big Top. With 2018 marking Britain’s 250th 
year of the circus, and the birth of Joseph Grimaldi, father of 
the modern clown, 240 years ago, I thought I’d pay tribute 
to circus performers, both past and present, by trying Indian, 
Italian and Japanese cuisines.

Thus, in homage to ‘Mallakhamba’ and astonishing feats on 
the pole by two Indian brothers, I, the golfer, my brother 
and his wife, met up at the very elegant hangar, now home 
to Cinnamon Kitchen Battersea. This is Cinnamon Club 
Westminster’s fourth Kitchen. From a short menu of ‘modern’ 
Indian cuisine we chose biryani Madras, king prawns in Bengali 
turmeric curry, Tandoori chicken breast and for Patricia, who 
is not the best of friends with spices, clove-smoked lamb rump, 
which was the only plain dish on the menu.

We had foregone starters in lieu of desserts as I really wanted 
to try the garam masala homemade ice-cream as I often cook 
with this spice mixture but had never tried it in an ice cream. 
This was so exquisite and light I’d have loved a slightly larger 
scoop. My sister-in-law chose the selection of English farm-
house cheeses with an Indian (or rather Pakistani) nod of 
Peshwari naan. For the golfer, it was the sticky ginger toffee 
pudding in memory of the Delhi Golf Club where he last ate 
one, and my brother chose hot dark chocolate mousse with 
cinnamon ice cream. We were all impressed by the quality and 
delicacy of our choices, some of which we had watched being 
lovingly prepared on the open oven at the rear. The décor and 
service added to a near perfect gourmet evening.

Cinnamon Kitchen Battersea, 4 Arches Lane, Circus 
West Village, Battersea Power Station, SW11 8AB. 020 
3955 5480. Opening Hours, 11am until late, Monday to 
Sunday. Prices average £6.50 for starters, £15 for mains 
and £5.50 for dessert.

Last year the Italian Government banned all animal acts in 
their circuses and in compensation, it seems that the audi-
ence are treated to an even higher level of risk taking. When 
in Italy, we were spellbound by a team of high wire artistes. 
So, in tribute to them, to Andrea Loreni, the first person to 
high-wire across the Tiber, and to Eugen Weidmann, a top 
animal trainer who once worked with the Italian CircoJarz and 
died in January, we just had to go Italian and dine at Fiume. 
The golfer started with the wild mushroom lasagne followed 
by lamb scottadito. I’m glad to say the chops, smothered in 
rosemary and garlic, were eaten with a knife and fork, and 
not BBQ style causing ‘burnt’ fingers aka scottadito! I had the 
octopus and cannellini beans followed by seafood (prawns, 
octopus, scallops) fregola, a semolina type of pasta which is a 
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 Once comfortably seated outside, I ordered the seafood hiyashi 
from the friendly waiter. Prawns, crab, fried octopus, tomatoes, 
watercress, bamboo shoots, seaweed and small soft-boiled eggs 
were all laid on top of a bed of noodles though the portion 
was so Samurai-n I had to forsake some of the noodles. Whilst 
watching the insects rushing up and down the planting (clearly 
rehearsing for their very own flea circus that evening), I did 
wonder whether the acrobat, who carried a few adults on a 
ladder straddled over his shoulders, who himself was riding 
a bicycle on a wire, would have lost his concentration when 
the trains roared noisily by. I decided it was best not to think 
about this and just soak in the ambiance and architecture of 
this charmingly designed restaurant etched into one of the 
smaller arches. 

Tonkotsu (next door to the Village Hall),10 Arches Lane, 
Circus West Village, Battersea Power Station, SW11 8AB. 
020 7720 7695. Opening Hours, Sunday to Thursday 
12noon to 10.30pm, Friday to Saturday 12noon to 11pm. 
Kitchen closes 30 mins earlier. Prices average £10 for broth 
or salad ramens.

I love the variety of cuisines in The Village. One day perhaps 
there will be even more so all these truly gifted and skilled 
global circus performers, dedicated to their art, can dine, relax 
and reminisce about food back home. They deserve no less.

PS Should you be interested in becoming airborne, then 
Flying Fantastic in Battersea is just the place to try out an 
aerial workout class! 

EVERSHED BROTHERS LIMITED 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

180 BATTERSEA PARK ROAD 
BATTERSEA SW11 4ND 

Tel: 0207 622 4935 
 

24 HOUR SERVICE • PRE PAY FUNERAL PLANS 

HOME VISITS • HORSE DRAWN HEARSES 

COMPLETE FUNERALS FROM £880 PLUS FEES

CARING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1832
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Events

Wednesday 4 and Thursday 5
6.45pm
Vehicle Gates closed 6.15pm to 9pm

JP Morgan Corporate Challenge
Beware: 13,000 runners 

Wednesday 4 to 19 August
 Pump House Gallery 

Nicolas Deshayes 
Outdoor Sculpture Exhibition

Saturday 7
From 6pm Pump House Gallery

Art Night Les Flâneuses 
Marianne Jõgi and Ülo Krigul 
Various other locations including Doddington Estate
Battersea Power Station, Princes of Wales Drive.  
2018.artnight.london

Saturday 7 Thrive Main Garden Thrive Garden Tour—for up-to-date details see thrive.org.uk
Tuesday 24 to Friday 27
11.30am to 4pm  Millennium Arena

Battersea Summer Scheme Sport in the Park. Sports, work-
shops & activities for young people. 020 7978 5865

Wednesday 25 to Sunday 23 September
Wed to Sunday 11am to 5pm
 Pump House Gallery

Charlie Duck Exhibition: Floats Road
Plus artist Mónica Rivas Velásquez’s show: 
(Probably) no images are utterly silent

Friday 27       5 to 10pm
Saturday 28   12 to 7pm
Sunday 29     12 to 6pm
 British Genius Site

Foodstock London. Gourmet food, artisan stalls, live music
Adult: £3 Child £2 Advance tickets from foodstock.london

Tuesday 24 Children’s Zoo Snake Day
Thursday 26 Children’s Zoo Guinea Pig Day
Tuesday 31 Children’s Zoo Tortoise and Rabbit Day
Thursday 2 Children’s Zoo Giant African Land Snail Day
Tuesday 7 Children’s Zoo Dumbo Rat Day
Thursday 9 Children’s Zoo Bug Day
Thursday 9 at sunset
 Peace Pagoda

Nagasaki Day Peace Walk from Westminster Cathedral at 
7.45pm to the Park for Floating Lantern Ceremony

Wednesday 16 to Sunday 2
12 to 8pm Boules area

Drakes Family Fun Fair

Thursday 14
Wednesday 15 & Saturday 18
Tuesday 21
Thursday 23 Children’s Zoo

Butterfly Day
Cotton Top Tamarin Day
Wildcat & Mouse Day
Bearded Dragon Lizard Day

Wednesday 22 Thrive Main Garden Volunteer Taster Day—for up-to-date details see thrive.org.uk
Sunday 2 11am to 4.30pm 
 Near the Boules area

Battersea Dogs & Cats Home Annual Reunion and Fun Day 
competitions for all dogs, including rehomed.

Tuesday 4 approx 4.20pm
 Finishes at Cadogan Pier

Doggett’s Coat and Badge Race
starts at London Bridge at approx. 4pm

Saturday 8 
 From approximately 11am past the Park

Great River Race from Millwall to Richmond
Part of Totally Thames, throughout September

Saturday 8 and Sunday 9
 British Genius Site

Go Organic Festival    Food, drink, talks, music. 
Details on prices and timings at  goorganicfestival.co.uk

Saturday 15  7.30am to 5pm Yoga Event Tickets from WanderLust
Tuesday 18 to Thursday 20
‘Doors’ open 6pm
7.30pm
 Pump House Lawn

Luna Cinema with Three Billboards outside Ebbing, Missouri; 
Bladerunner 2049; Pretty Woman. Ticketed: 0844 858 6767 or 
thelunacinema.com
Food and bar on site, or take a picnic

Saturday 22 Thrive Main Garden Thrive Open Day—for up-to-date details see thrive.org.uk
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Events

Tuesday 2 to Sunday 7
11am to 8pm Battersea Evolution

Autumn Decorative Antiques and Textiles Fair 

Thursday 18 to Sunday 21
11am to 6pm Battersea Evolution

Affordable Art Fair

Friday 26 Thrive Main Garden Volunteer Taster Day—for up-to-date details see thrive.org.uk
Monday 29 12.15 for 1 to 2pm

 Shaftesbury Christian Centre
 2 Austin Road, SW11 5JP
 See enclosed coral leaflet

The Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture
Liz Rawlinson, from the Inchbald School of Garden Design, on land-
scape/garden design by contemporary designers plus Russell Page. 
Buy £6.50 tickets plus optional £5.50 lunch at friendsofbattersea-
park.org/eventshome or by cheque to ‘Friends of Battersea Park’ sent 
with a sae or 2nd class stamp to FoBP, 11 Elm Quay Court, 30 Nine 
Elms Lane, SW8 5DE. 
info@friendsofbatterseapark.org / 020 7622 5199

Saturday 3 Fireworks in the Park—ticketed event
Saturday 1 Thrive Main Garden Thrive Open Day—for up-to-date details see thrive.org.uk
Monday 25 12.15 for 1.00 to 2PM
 Ethelburga Community Centre
 60 Worfield Street, SW11 4RA

The Friends’ Spring Lunchtime Lecture on the life cycle of 
the honey bee Further details in Review 111
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DEC

FAST EFFECTIVE TREATMENT
TO GET YOU MOVING

GET STARTED TODAY ON IMPROVING
YOUR MOVEMENT HEALTH

Physiotherapy assessment and treatment for
pain and injury management to help get you back 
enjoying your life.

Musculoskeletal pain syndromes are seldom caused by isolated 
precipitating events, but are the consequences of habitual 
imbalances in the movement system.’ Sahrmann

Reduce Pain

Improve Movement & Function

Indentify Movement Faults




