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The Promontory Garden is now open 
for everyone to enjoy, and by the time 
you read this, it may just have had its 
formal opening on 28 February. This is a 
fine addition to the Park and one which 
underlines the connection between the 
Park and the Thames. We have come a 
long way since this would have been an 
area of marshy land. For the story behind 
the new garden and its designer, David 
Keary, see page 4.

Also by the time that you read this, new 
roses will have been planted in the Russell 
Page Garden and daffodils will be in full 
flower in the Winter Garden. Should you 
be feeling glum, recent research carried 
out by Fields in Trust confirms that there 
are real benefits to be had from a walk 
in the Park.

We have two new co-opted members 
of the Committee. Adrian Flook has 
taken over from John Marsh who stood 
down as our treasurer in November. 
Also in November, Russ Coffey joined 
the Committee to take over running 
of the website from Mike Bates who 
has managed it for many years. Angela 

MacDonald was co-opted in June to 
give new life to community relations. 
All three will be proposed as members 
of the Committee at our AGM on 2 July. 

We may have to hold our AGM some-
where other than the Ethelburga 
Community Centre where work to 
improve this ideal location seems to 
have stalled.

Don’t let a change of venue deter you 
from coming to our springtime lecture 
on 19 March on bats. At only three min-
utes walk from the Library in Battersea 
Park Road, a visit to the lecture in the 
Shaftesbury Christian Centre can be 
combined with an enjoyable and health-
giving visit to the Park.

Jennifer Ullman has been persuaded 
to give a lecture on the Park as part of 
the Wandsworth Heritage Festival on 7 
June at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church. As 
author of our history of the Park, she 
merits a fine turnout from the Friends, so 
please put this in your diary along with 
our hugely enjoyable, not to be missed 
barbecue on 12 June.

This is a bonus edition of Review! There 
are codes on both Affordable Art Fair and 
Decorative Art advertisments for reduced 
and free entry. Both advertisments are, as 
usual, stylish and sparkling. If you have 
never been, both are well worth a visit. 
We are grateful for the support that they 
give to us.

Finally, our e-mail addresses have changed 
in line with our new website which can 
be found at friendsofbatterseapark.org. For 
details, see opposite.
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Parkwatch 

The Promontory Garden  
What a pleasure that the new Promontory 
Garden is finished and open for everyone 
to enjoy!

There was a time when Friends’ AGMs 
were incomplete without a question 
about whether something could be done 
about the promontory, then the home of 
rampant nettles. Given the magnificent 
views that it affords of the Thames and of 
Albert and Chelsea Bridges, it did seem 
a pity that it was a fenced off area with 
a distinct air of neglect. Now this has 
all changed.  

In 2013, the Landscape Show took place 
at the British Genius Site in Battersea 
Park. Ideas for a design competition were 
sought from the Parks Office who sug-
gested the promontory. The Society of 
Garden Designers selected the winner, 
David Keary of Keary Design Associates. 

David has been a landscape architect and 
designer for over 20 years. He came into 
the profession with a plantsman’s back-
ground following a degree in Applied 
Biology and work at Kew and Hillier 
Nurseries. He then became a Chartered 
Landscape Architect and a Registered 
Member of the Society of Garden 
Designers.

When asked about his design, David said 
“Battersea Park has always been a favour-
ite of mine—I was drawn to its eclectic 

blend of styles and rich heritage. The Park 
is constantly engaging as there always 
seems to be something new to discover.

The setting for the promontory garden 
is exceptional and unique along this part 
of the Thames. It was a challenge to do 
justice to the location and its setting.

The garden design sets out to provide a 
space which capitalises on the potential 
views and delights users, whilst remain-
ing in a scale appropriate to the setting.

As the main hard landscape feature within 
the garden, the paths have been designed 
to be simple, sweeping curves which sug-
gest movement over the gently undulat-
ing terrain. Contrasting coloured pavers 
help define the interlocking curves. Paths 
are broad enough to accommodate both 
pedestrians and strategically positioned 
benches.

The paths converge onto the north-west 
corner of the promontory where the 
space opens out to engage with the full 
majesty of Albert Bridge.

The bollards and the Park’s traditional 
benches are an integral part of the design 
providing repeated themes throughout 
the length of the garden and helping to 
integrate the Promontory with the rest 
of the Park”.

The planting design and garden form is 
influenced by and attuned to the Park’s 
Victorian origins.

The design uses existing and proposed 
levels to create ground-sculpted mounds 
which provide an organic form to 
enhance the planting. The plant selec-
tion includes shade-tolerant species of 
shrubs, herbaceous perennials, ornamen-
tal grasses and ferns. The matrix plant-
ing of the low-growing species provides 
a natural, informal appearance. This is 
accompanied by the well-defined linear 
planting of ilex, hakonechloa and asp-
lenium. These plant clusters follow the 
curved, undulating form of the ground.  

Height is provided within the garden by 
specimen Japanese maples which – whilst 
growing no higher than 5–6m—will pro-
vide an intermediate canopy under the 
existing planes and lime. The maples will 
be pruned to create open sculpted shapes 
forming the centrepiece of the garden.

The construction of the garden began in 
November 2017 and was completed in 
January 2018 at a cost of £95,000 funded 
by Wandsworth Council with a contribu-
tion of £30,000 from the Friends.

David has spent a great deal of his own 
time supervising and checking on the con-
struction of the Promontory Garden. The 
Friends have good reason to be grateful 
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to him, and one of the two benches we 
have donated to the Promontory com-
memorates the opening of the garden and 
its design. The other is in memory of the 
Friends’ founder member, the late Ruth 
Forrest. Our tribute to her is on page 9.

The Shelters  

Work to give the three shelters a complete 
make-over has been done, using Formula 
E funds. They are delightful features in 
the Park and very handy when there is 
a sudden shower. It is particularly good 
to have new built-in benches, especially 
by the all-weather sports pitch which is 
perhaps the most used of the shelters. 
It does not now look as though there 
are enough funds to repaint the sports 
pavilion. This and repainting the internal 
railings on East Carriage Drive remain 
priorities for the Friends. 

The Winter Garden  
The Winter Garden was the scene of 
much activity on 30 January when, co- 
incidentally, both the Friends and 
Idverde, the Park’s gardening contrac-
tors, were working in the garden. 

The Friends were planting snowdrops. 
The Idverde team were completing the 
task of adding plants recommended 

by Dan Pearson when he reviewed the 
garden in November. It was a glorious 
day and as a result of everyone’s efforts, 
the garden should be looking particularly 
good when this magazine comes through 
your letter box.

Dan Pearson was pleased that the garden 
was maturing as he had originally envis-
aged. There were some areas that were 
continuing to prove difficult (south of 
the Persian ironwood trees and south of 
the strap bench on the exit path) but 
others had developed well. He wanted to 
continue with the experiment of using 
thorny plants at the entrance to deter 
dogs from damaging the flower beds. 
If that didn’t work, then he suggested 
installing additional fencing. 

Work on the path from the Winter 
Garden exit gate to the Beechmore Gate 
may be underway when you read this. 
It is going to be some time before more 
complicated work to reconfigure the 
paths north of the Albert Gate begins.  

Old English Garden  
Here too there has been good progress 
since the last issue of Review. It is sad 
to see the devastation caused by the box 
moth caterpillar to box plants throughout 
the Park. Nowhere was this more evident 
than in the Old English Garden with its 
low box borders to the flower beds and 
tall box hedges behind the pond-side 

benches. Now the borders have been 
edged with Ilex crenata (box-leafed holly) 
and the benches are surrounded by yew. 
The garden is ready for future delights as 
spring flowers move into summer roses.

It is well worth visiting this garden in 
April or May when the wisteria on the 
pergola is flowering and the garden as a 
whole is almost at its best. The pergola 
and a bench were donated by Julio Nunez 
in memory of his wife. He was extremely 
generous to the Park and is remembered 
in an obituary on page 19.

The next task, now that the brick paths 
have been levelled and box hedges 
replaced, is to repair the wooden fenc-
ing. This is an example of the challenge 
for those managing the Park who need 
a never-ending, ongoing maintenance 
programme.

Filming  
A Hollywood A-lister was spotted film-
ing in the Park by the river over the 
first weekend in February. According to 
the Daily Mail, Tom Cruise had been 
“hotfooting across the British capital 
to film a number of high-octane scenes 
for Mission: Impossible—Fallout. … 
Cruise, along with a bevy of other high-
profile names starring in the action flick, 
descended on London’s Battersea Park 
on Saturday night, for what looked to 
be the location of the final showdown 
between Ethan Hunt and Lane, played 
by Sean Harris”. If you want to see a 
clip of the action, visit our new website 
at friendsofbatterseapark.org.

Parkwatch 
. . . Cont/d
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Parkwatch 
. . . Cont/d

Phew—Let’s go and cool off 
in the Winter Garden

cartoon by Philip Wright

Russell Page Garden Rose Beds  
The roses have been looking unhappy 
for some time. Thanks to the Friends, 
the old soil has been replaced with fresh, 

and new roses will soon be planted. This 
has been an expensive exercise at a cost 
of £19,000 but should put the rose 
garden on a new footing, in both senses, 

leading to a fine display for years to come.  
Particular thanks go to Friend Paul 
Albrecht who made a generous donation 
and who has kindly agreed to continue 
to deadhead the roses. Thanks also go 
to his wife, Beryl, for so loyally holding 
the rubbish bag open and collecting the 
detritus. 

The garden will look a little different with 
low fencing in front of the ground level 
beds, but these fences should give the 
roses a better chance of flourishing. 

Ice Cream Van  
In November, the promised electric ice 
cream van was sighted by the playground. 
This is a vast improvement on its pre-
decessor. Most of us are all more aware 
than we were about the damage caused 
by air pollution. Toxic fumes shouldn’t 
mix with children queuing for ice cream, 
especially outside a playground designed 
for those aged under five years old.

Thrive  
Watch out for Thrive’s open day on East 
Carriage Drive on 10th March

Perimeter Railings  
More good news: painting of the railings 
is expected to begin in April using funds 
derived from Formula E.

Incidents involving the Parks 
Police  
There were two incidents in quick 
succession in early February:  
Allegations that a dog had been 
poisoned in the Park  
At the time of writing, the Friends were 
advised that a man had been released 
under investigation by the Metropolitan 
Police pending further enquiries after a 
dog was reportedly poisoned when it ate 
a piece of meat left in Battersea Park. A 
Met Police spokesman said enquiries are 
continuing. 

 A Wandsworth Council spokesman said: 
“We are aware of these reports and our 
parks police officers are liaising closely 
with their colleagues in the Met Police 
to investigate these allegations.

“If true they would constitute a serious 
criminal offence and we would want the 
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Parkwatch 
. . . Cont/d

perpetrator to be caught, brought before 
the courts and sentenced appropriately. 

“We are therefore treating these reports 
seriously but as of yet we have uncovered 
absolutely no evidence to support the 
allegations. 

“If anyone has evidence to support these 
allegations we would urge them to come 
forward as a matter of urgency so we can 
establish if there is any truth to these 
claims.”

Remote Controlled Car  
A council spokesman said: “Our Parks 
police officers saw an adult male operat-
ing a large remote controlled vehicle on 
the Park’s South Carriage Drive. 

“Operating a remote controlled car at 
high speeds at this busy location can be 
a nuisance and can endanger other park 
users so our officers simply asked this 

adult if he would please stop. That’s all 
that happened.”

Battersea Park receives over three mil-
lion visitors a year and this is one of the 
busiest sections of the Park with cyclists, 
joggers, pedestrians and dog walkers. No 
children were spoken to and no-one was 
asked to leave the Park.

News of general Park matters 

Fields in Trust UK’s Best Park 
Award 2017  
Stanley Park, Blackpool won the award. It 
was described by its nominator as “fabu-
lous, with its art-deco café, boating lake, 

visitors’ centre, bandstand, beautiful gar-
dens, mini golf and children’s area – the 
centre of Blackpool”. Maybe we need a 
visitors’ centre, given that Battersea Park 
has fine examples of all the other attrib-
utes listed. But where would it be (Staff 
Yard? Pump House? Bowling Green?) 
and more significantly, who would staff 
it and look after it?

Although Battersea Park did not win, 
many thanks to all those who voted for it.

Fields in Trust research  
New research demonstrates a direct and 
statistically significant link between pub-
licly accessible parks and green spaces 
and health and well-being. Based on 
new analysis of existing data from Defra 
and Natural England and new primary 
data (sample size 4,033) Fields in Trust 
have established, for the first time at 
the national level, a link between an 
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individual’s use of parks and greenspaces 
and an improvement in health and well-
being. In this research, ‘well-being’ is 
linked to general health, life satisfaction, 
sense of worth, happiness and reduced 
anxiety. 

On average, the more frequently visits to 
parks or green spaces are made, the higher 
an individual’s wellbeing. The research 
concludes that most practical and effec-
tive use of an individual’s time would be 
to visit their local park or green space 
at least once a week to gain most of the 
health and wellbeing benefits. So now 
you know what you have always known!

Parks Action Group  
In September, Parks and Green Spaces 
Minister, Marcus Jones MP, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State, Minister for 
Local Government announced the 
creation of a ‘Parks Action Group’ in 

response to the Communities and Local 
Government Select Committee Inquiry 
into the Future of Public Parks. This is an 
advisory panel, chaired by the Minister. 

Parkwatch 
. . . Cont/d

For further details and membership, 
see gov.uk/government/news/government-
pledges-500000-for-new-action-group-to-
grow-future-of-public-parks

Early crocuses in the deer enclosure
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Ruth Forrest  1937–2017

Ruth was one of the founder members 
of the Friends of Battersea Park. The 
conception and development of the 
Friends as an organisation owe much 
to her energy and enthusiasm. She was 
exceptionally persuasive as a recruiter and 
fundraiser. She ran our annual barbecue 
for many years with the style and panache 
that she brought to life in general. She 
was a Committee member from 1988 
to 2011. 

Jimmy Burns interviewed Ruth for 
Review, issue 76, Winter 2008. In tribute 
to Ruth, this interview is reprinted below.

Ruth, I’ve known you for some time, 
and an enduring image is that of you 
always engaging with people, often 
when you are walking your two dogs 
in the Park. Tell me about your dogs.  
They are male Shih Tzus, extraordinary 
dogs, intelligent, not greedy, they look 
you in the eye .… The Tibetans believe 
that, after the monkey, they represent 
the highest form of life.

When and where were you 
born?  
In the Suffolk countryside in 1937.

Suffolk, Tibet, Battersea … there 
is something about you Ruth, that 
seems to reach out across any 
definition of territory or borders. 
How have you filled your life?  

My first job was working with Universal 
Aunts, an agency, which was started after 
the First World War by unmarried ladies 
who were fed up with doing things for 
nieces and nephews and wanted to do 
things for other people instead.

I first came to Battersea in 1966 looking 
for a place I could call my own. I found 
a small flat in Prince of Wales Mansions, 
paying £6 a week rent. I was working 
as the actress Vanessa Redgrave’s secre-
tary … other jobs in my youth include 
cooking for the actor Rex Harrison, and 
working as a journalist as the New York 
editor of Entertainment World.

If you’d written a film script I’d be 
tempted not to believe you, but 
knowing you, I do. So tell me more.  
I was living in Paris and got a call from 
Monte Carlo to go and work in Miami. 
I was 22 years old, my employer was very 
rich, and 76 years old. I ended up escap-
ing New York and meeting Peter, the man 
who later became my husband. He was 
an antiquarian book dealer, two quarters 
Hungarian and two quarters Irish. He 
was mid-Atlantic in the sense of never 
feeling American. … We married in 1971 
and we moved back into Battersea, first to 
a flat in Primrose Mansions, then, three 
years later, a house where I have lived 
ever since [in Warriner Gardens].

I often see you in Corelli’s on the 

Battersea Park Road meeting friends, 
talking to strangers, praising the 
pasta and speaking perfect Italian …  
Well, before I got married, I lived and 
worked in Italy, teaching English first and 
then I had a job in the smallest of all the 
UN offices in Rome. I became fluent in 
Italian as well as French. 

So what was the Battersea you came 
back to like, more than 39 years ago?  
It was a very different area … for years 
most of the people who lived near the 
Park were working class and the richer 
newcomers had to make an effort to get 
on with them. I am glad that I still live 
on a street where everyone talks to eve-
ryone else. … The Park was appallingly 
run-down and the Café was awful … but 
I have fond memories of the Park keepers 
in their brown uniforms, meeting up for 
a drink at the Duke of Cambridge after 
they’d rung the bell and locked the gates.

Ruth, what is your wish for the future?  
The Park is the reason why I go on living 
in Battersea. I hope that other people 
come to see it that way, taking an inter-
est in the Park, and never taking it for 
granted. People should realise that our 
Park is a very special thing.

Friends of Battersea 
Park Committee

Frances Radcliffe OBE Chairman 
Mike Bates (Archive) 
Steve Bunn (Art) 
Russ Coffey (Web) 
Inge Darling (Children) 
Chris Davies (Dogs) 
Claire Elliot (Thrive) 
Adrian Flook (Treasurer) 
Angela Grant (Winter Garden) 
Elizabeth Hood (Secretary) 
Karen Horan (Review Production) 
Peta May Law (Distribution)  
Michèle Marriott (Events) 
Angela McDonald (Community 
Relations) 
Andrew McKay (Planning) 
Sally Orman (Advertising) 
Annabel Stein (Membership)

Ruth with her dogs in the Park
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An Interview with Jerry Birtles,  
(Operations), Enable 

tree-lined streets, might provide the challenges he needed. 
His first appointment was in Westminster, as Assistant Tree 
Officer, but, after a spell in Hammersmith & Fulham, in 1989 
he moved to Wandsworth, where he was employed as Principal 
Tree Officer. It was only two years since the trees of London 
had been devastated in the great storm of 1987, so there was 
plenty to do. Jerry pointed out to us that while Westminster had 
5,000 street trees at that time, Wandsworth had 14,000, so the 
challenge posed was formidable. The Council had allotted about 
£2 million for a five year storm restoration programme, and 
employed a team of thirteen to cover the overall programme, 
as well as to undertake the regular tree maintenance. Today 
Jerry as part of Enable (Wandsworth’s Leisure and Culture 
contractor) has a team of six to inspect trees and manage the 
arboricultural maintenance contract.

Jerry’s move to Battersea Park plunged him not just into the day 
to day running of the Park itself, but into helping to manage the 
upheavals caused by the Restoration Project. Jennifer Ullman’s 
book on Battersea Park describes the felling of a row of mature 
horse chestnuts on the Riverside, which had become dangerous 
through age and disease, and the closure of forty acres of land 
on the north side of the Park in February 2001. Part of his job 
was to minimise the effects of such major works on the Park’s 
users. When Jennifer moved on, Jerry took over as Chief Parks 
Officer. Needless to say, he has become accustomed over the 
years to receiving plenty of advice, solicited and unsolicited, 
on what should or should not happen to the Park.

This is understandable. The Park is much-loved, but not eve-
ryone loves it for the same reasons. Its users are never short 
of opinions and never shy of expressing them. Passions run 
high. There are the sports enthusiasts, there are those who love 
events, there are the dog walkers, there are those who just want 

It goes without saying that the Friends love Battersea Park 
with a passion. And while we walk our dogs, enjoy the rose 
garden, contemplate the river, watch the fireworks on Bonfire 
Night or even Go Ape in the treetops, it would be very easy 
to assume that the Park happens as if by magic. It doesn’t. It 
happens because Jerry Birtles, Chief Parks Officer, and his staff 
and colleagues are supremely good at their job.

Jerry came to Battersea Park in 2000. Plans to transform what 
had become a tired landscape had been in train since 1990, 
and by the time the Heritage Lottery Fund was persuaded to 
support the restoration (which it did in 1998 to the tune of 
£6.9 million, with a further £3.4 million from Wandsworth 
Council itself ) these plans were well underway. The project 
was being run by Park Manager, Jennifer Ullman, but it soon 
became clear that she would not be able to manage such an 
ambitious transformation while supervising the daily running 
of the Park. Hence Jerry’s appointment. It was (he says) a 
welcome promotion for the man who had already been the 
Principal Arboricultural Officer for Wandsworth for 11 years. 

Going behind the scenes at the Park was a treat for me. The 
offices, single storey and very pretty, are arranged round the 
Herb Garden, managed by Thrive, and there’s a general sense 
of friendly cross-fertilisation between departments. I was also 
intrigued to meet Jerry, not least because I had heard that he 
rode a motorbike, and I had always been a keen biker myself. 
What he actually rides is a Honda Silver Wing scooter, a 600 
cc machine which as Bette Davies might have said, is ‘not for 
cissies’. He also turns out, like me, to be from Nottinghamshire. 
Born in Arnold, essentially a suburb of Nottingham, his family 
soon moved to Wellow. At the last census, Wellow had a popu-
lation of about 450, and boasted a village green and a maypole 
that is still in use, so Jerry’s childhood was essentially a rural 
one and his friends were farmers’ sons. A love of trees was 
bred in him at an early age – perhaps not surprisingly in the 
county that boasts Sherwood Forest among its natural treasures. 
Battersea Park also entered his life at this point, because his 
school organised an annual trip there – seduced no doubt by 
the Fun Fair and the left-over jollities of the Festival of Britain.

Jerry’s first ambition was to become a vet, but the six-year 
training proved daunting, so he settled for his beloved trees 
– studying forestry at the University of Wales at Bangor and 
qualifying in 1979. He followed this with three years working 
with a company of tree surgeons. Most of the first year, he 
said, was spent sweeping up after them. His forestry training 
had been broad and had included surveying, engineering and 
economics so his career might have gone in any number of 
directions, but arboriculture was in his blood, and he soon 
realised that London, with its huge number of parks and its 

Sue Bradbury

On the Silver Wing in the Staff Yard
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to the Antarctic from the New Zealand side to the Ross Ice-
shelf and Shackleton’s Hut. But they have already developed 
a taste for South America and are poised to travel the length 
of Chile, from the Atacama Desert in the North to the gla-
cier blocked fjords of the south. Closer to home, they hope 
to indulge their love of Spain, in particular the area between 
Almeria and Granada. Jerry is a golfer, and looks forward to 
enjoying an extra game or two in between going through the 
list of jobs he hasn’t quite got round to over the past 20 years!

Finally, what about the Friends? He smiled, then said: “A 
group it’s a pleasure to work with. They are a critical friend; 
they may not always agree with us, but they are passionate 
about the Park and always listen. Which is exactly what we 
want. There are plenty of people who raise their voices but 
never engage, which isn’t helpful. The Friends give support 
when they think it’s justified – and are incredibly generous to 
the Park. If any other park has a better Friends group, I’d say 
it is very lucky indeed”.

We wish Jerry all good things in his retirement, but selfishly 
we hope he won’t abandon the Park completely. We’ve been 
very lucky to have him.

Chief Parks Officer 
Leisure & Culture

a quiet place to sit and contemplate, and there are children of 
all ages. As Jerry says, large as the Park is, it would be perfectly 
possible to fill it with football pitches or tennis courts or any 
attraction one cares to name and win the approval of an awful 
lot of people. The trick is in achieving a balance, so that the 
Park caters, as far as possible, for all the requirements of its 
many and varied visitors. 

Some proposals, for example for a golf-driving range and 
Go-Karting, were felt not to be appropriate. And of course, 
Jerry had to help deal with both the staging of, and the outcry 
surrounding, the Formula E event. His regret is that few people 
recognised the huge effort put in by everyone to make the event 
work without any long term impact on the Park. 

It was in 1864 that the Rev. the Hon. Robert Eden argued 
for the Park as a place to solve the problem of disreputable 
behaviour in Battersea Fields for lack of any pastime except the 
pub. Over 170 years after it was established on the marshland 
south of the Thames, its biggest trees are reaching their matu-
rity. There are always worries – perhaps the chief of these at 
the moment is Masaria – a disease that affects London Plane 
trees, killing the bark on the upper half of their branches, and 
rendering them prone to break without warning. As large 
trees in parks don’t normally need much attention, a specific 
programme of inspections is being implemented to make sure 
the problem does not go unnoticed. 

Jerry radiates efficiency, humour and love of the job. I asked 
him about his favourite part of the Park. He gave it much 
thought, and then plumped, perhaps unsurprisingly, for the 
Avenues. A dramatic perspective of marvellous trees. All the 
more of a shock, then, to hear that he has decided to retire in 
May. The good news is that he’s not completely abandoning 
Battersea Park, but has offered his considerable expertise on 
a casual basis for specific projects. It seemed a good moment 
to ask him about the Cascades. This much-loved Victorian 
feature, created like a stage set out of Pulhamite, sitting on 
artificial foundations, was gradually infiltrated by the water that 
flowed over it, undermining the foundations so that it began 
to sink and split. Some of the money earned from Formula E 
has been ring-fenced to pay for feasibility studies, and indeed 
for part-funding the eventual restoration of the Cascades. 

In 2007, Battersea Park took over from the London Eye as 
a favourite location for filming, also a money-earner for the 
Park. Films have included Simon Pegg’s comedy, Run, Fat 
Boy, Run, and the Bollywood musical Salaam-E-Ishq. Now 
we await Mission: Impossible – Fallout featuring Tom Cruise. 

As for his retirement, Jerry and his wife are travellers. His hero 
is Ernest Shackleton, and his most ambitious plan is to travel 
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Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture 
Christian Lamb

Plant Hunting in the 21st 
Century 
by John R I Wood 

John Wood is based at the Department 
of Plant Sciences at the University of 
Oxford, working for the last 15 years 
on a range of botanical research projects. 

Although interested in plants from child-
hood, he had no training in botany and 
worked in education, originally as a 
language teacher. Employment with the 
British Council and the Department of 
International Development took him 
to various tropical countries, notably 
Yemen, Bhutan, Colombia and Bolivia. 
This was a wonderful opportunity for 
an amateur botanist and he familiarised 
himself with the flora during each post-
ing, by the collection and study of the 
native plants. Through these botanical 
explorations he made many local contacts 
who were, and remain, tremendously 
helpful in tracking down and identify-
ing unusual plants. 

Only the previous week, one of these 
contacts had sent him a photograph of a 
salvia. He was able to identify this as stro-
bilanthes oxycalycina, a species endemic 
to north east India, found originally by 
the botanist Frank Kingdon Ward in 
the 1920s, and not located again since 
then. John also showed a picture of salvia 
orbignaei, a different species, endemic 
to Bolivia.

He is currently working as part of a team 
studying the genus ipomoea, which 
includes sweet potatoes and morning 
glory. In South America, where they 
originate, there are 800 species. In this 
country, morning glory doesn’t usually 
flower until late summer (the flowers 
close in the afternoon, hence its name). 
In the Natural History Museum in Paris, 
they flower much better. John showed 
images of ipomoea indica from Tenerife 
and ipomoea oranensis from Bolivia. 

The importance of continued plant 
hunting was illustrated by images of 
ipomoea lactifera, a white flowered spe-
cies, recently discovered in Bolivia. It is 

the first close wild-relative of the sweet 
potato to be found for over 100 years 
and is potentially an important resource 
for plant breeding. The sweet potato is 
rather nondescript above ground but its 
roots are an important source of food; 
the orange-fleshed form is particularly 
rich in vitamin C.  

John has a special interest in the flora 
of Bolivia, which he visits frequently, 
and where he has had his greatest suc-
cesses. Thanks to his network of local 
contacts, he can narrow down his plant 
searches to those areas most likely to 
yield results, and plan his visits during 
the most favourable season. Mud, snow 
and mosquitoes are hazards (though he 
has never had malaria), and glorious 
scenery when camping in remote areas 
the bonus

He has been involved in various biodi-
versity and conservation projects, and in 
the training of Bolivian botanists. He was 
recently awarded an honorary doctorate 

by the University of Sucre.  

With an estimated 70,000 species of 
flowering plants still to be found, there 
are advantages to plant hunting in the 
21st century – ease of travel to your start-
ing point, sophisticated modern cameras, 
and of course the internet, where col-
laboration with local botanists enables 
scientists and plant hunters to share 
information and to identify specimens 
with ease. 

However, there are many problems: 
lack of institutional support, lack of 
finance, proliferation of complicated 
permit requirements and paperwork, 
and difficulties created by nationalism 
and paranoia about collecting, fuelled 
by bio-piracy and the perceived theft 
of natural resources. Few of the local 
officials know their own rules or have 
the confidence to enforce them. There 
are an enormous number of regulations 
for any importation of plants which can 
impede any potential economic or medi-
cal advantages.

John finished his lecture with his hopes 
that institutions should make it a pri-
ority to focus on future plant hunting, 
revitalising and refocusing their support, 
backed by a genuine commitment to 
link individuals, institutions and coun-
tries together. There is a need for lead-
ership, clear vision and risk taking. His 
rather gloomy outlook was summarised 
as “cloudy, uncertain, but with some 
bright possibilities”. Non-native species 
and particularly the Asian hornet and 
monk parakeet should be reported. As 
well as sending a photograph if possi-
ble, the Secretariat’s website www.non-
nativespecies.org gives helpful information 
in this respect. At 2pm, Frances called a 
halt to proceedings and thanked Niall for 
his particularly informative and far-seeing 
lecture, which was warmly endorsed by 
loud applause from the audience. 

See Events on p.18 for details of The 
Friends’ Spring Lunchtime Lecture on 
Monday 19 March.
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Slugs and Snails 
Valerie Selby

The topic of the next lunchtime lec-
ture was to have been slugs and snails. 
Unfortunately, the speaker had to cancel, 
so here are my thoughts on the subject. 

Slugs and snails have a key role within our 
ecosystems. As well as providing a crucial 
food source for other wildlife, many spe-
cies are key composters, helping to break 
down decomposing vegetation. There are 
approximately 120 species of slug and 
snail currently found in the UK, with 
only a small number of these considered 
as pests, primarily by those trying to grow 
crops or ornamental garden plants.  

Most UK species are considered her-
bivorous and will commonly eat leaves, 
flowers, fruits, mushrooms, lichens and 
decaying plant material. The UK is also 
home to many omnivorous and carnivo-
rous species, some of which eat carrion 
while others actively hunt other slugs and 
snails. Both groups are found in greater 
number and variety on calcareous soils 
as they need calcium to form shells and 
shell-like structures.
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In slugs, whilst the shell is not visible, 
it does exist internally, often indicated 
by small calcium granules. Perhaps sur-
prisingly, slugs evolved from snails and 
not the other way around, although both 
groups move by contracting muscles on 
the underside of the foot. At the same 
time a layer of mucus is produced that 
helps to smooth the slug’s path across 
the ground. This mucus is also used by 
slugs and snails as a navigation system, 
following their mucus trail back to their 

tunnels and feeding sites.

The two groups thrive in cool weather, 
rain and fog. When the weather is warm 
and dry, both slugs and snails will try 
to find a cool, dark and damp area in 
which to hide to prevent drying out, 
sometimes burying themselves deep into 
soil. Snails will seal the opening of their 
shell with calcified mucus once they have 
withdrawn inside, to prevent desiccation, 
whereas in a long dry spell slugs will wrap 
up in a papery cocoon-like structure and 
attach themselves to a wall or a tree and 
wait it out.  

Being slow moving, slugs and snails pro-
vide food for a range of animals including 
hedgehogs, song thrushes, rats and mice, 
slow worms, frogs and some ground bee-
tles. When a slug is attacked by a predator 
it contracts its body to make a smaller 
target. Snails withdraw into their shells. 
The mucus that covers a slug’s body and 
the foot of a snail doesn’t taste very nice 
and is slippery, which is why you will 
often see birds wiping them on the grass 
before they eat them.

If you want to reduce the number of slugs 
and snails in your own garden, you will 

also reduce the number of small mam-
mals, birds and amphibians. The habitats 
liked by the latter, such as log piles and 
long damp grass, are also favoured by 
slugs and snails. Alternatively, you can 
choose to live somewhere with an acid 
or sandy soil. 

In the Park we are happy to accept slugs 
and snails as an important part of the 
ecosystem. Here in Battersea, we carefully 
consider the species we plant to ensure 
that our choices are perhaps slightly 
less palatable to slugs and snails, so that 
damage is minimised, and we can achieve 
high levels of ornamental value without 
doing anything directly to harm them. 
In the meantime, they make good use 
of the deep mulch, log piles and other 
damp areas such as crevices in walls and 
they help us by feasting on the dead and 
decomposing vegetation.

The next lunchtime lecture is on 19th 
March at the Shaftesbury Christian 
Centre and is on bats. All welcome! For 
details, see enclosed grey leaflet or page 
18.

Valerie is Enable’s Biodiversity & 
Parks Development Manager 
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This huge glass edifice fronted Prince of Wales Road (now 
Prince of Wales Drive) overlooking the beautiful lake in 
Battersea Park. Heralded as a People’s Palace, it was opened 
to the public on June 6, 1885.

It was built “with the object of providing people of London, 
and especially for the middle and artisan classes, a place for 
recreation and instruction, resembling the Crystal Palace but 
very much more accessible”  according to the Albert Palace 
Association’s debenture notice on July 12, 1884. 

Designed to look like the Crystal Palace, the iron structure came 
from the 1865 Dublin International Exhibition. Transporting 
it all the way from Dublin to Battersea was an impressive 
logistical exercise. The rear of the building was made with 
stones from the old Law Courts in Westminster. Talk about 
the extent of recycling — we certainly have only our generation 
to blame for the landfills!

Apparently the opening day in June 1885 was very wet, but 
still saw 5,000 visitors who were entertained indoors.

The Albert Palace had a 60 feet high, 473 feet long and 84 
feet wide nave with a gallery all around. This was used for 
exhibitions and the sale of various art and artefacts. To the 
west of this impressive building were the gardens which had 
gymnastic displays, diving bell demonstrations and ballooning. 
Interesting activities included The Great Cycle Show, boxing 
bouts, ‘Paris in London’, shows of cats, English and foreign 
birds, homing pigeons, and an Indian Village Exhibition. The 
last was created by Liberty’s as a promotional venture. Quoting 
from The Times: “the artists and performers were cheated of 
adequate payment and accommodation and obliged to wear 
unexotic overcoats and scarves as the Palace’s heating failed”.

The adjoining Connaught Hall was 157 feet in length, 118 
feet in breadth and 60 feet in height with a double gallery 

all around, and was the venue for many operas and concerts 
including the operatic tenor Sims Reeves and the Viennese 
Ladies Orchestra. This was touted as bigger than Covent 
Garden, St James Hall, Exeter Hall (all in London), Liverpool 
Philharmonic, Birmingham Town Hall, San Carlos (Naples), 

The Albert Palace
 Sumathi Menon 

The Albert Palace and the lake in Battersea Park. From The Graphic 28 June 1884

The Transept of the Albert Palace
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Grand Opera (Paris), La Scala (Milan) and Metropolitan (New 
York). Lofty aspirations indeed!

The concert hall also boasted of “one of the most perfect Organs 
in all aspects musical tone, balance of power, size and beauty 
of effect, power and softness”.

Proximity to the gorgeous Battersea Park which was once the 
reason for pulling the crowds became a bane. People found the 
‘free’ Park much more enticing than the paid entertainment 
at the Albert Palace. Those who could afford to pay, did not, 
as they thought it was too common — as can be construed 
from Grant Richards’ snippet from his diary dated 22 January 
1887 in his memoir The Memories of a misspent Youth, 1932: 
“Today at about eleven we all went to the Albert Palace. I 
think that it was not very nice as it was so common. There 
was a juggler there he did his things pretty well. Then there 
was a circus and a pantomime. The circus was good but the 
pantomime stupid. They left a lot out of it”.

While in the beginning there were crowds upwards of 20,000 
on weekends, sadly, within two years the end was in sight.

The front of where the Palace stood is now Prince of Wales 
Mansions, the rear Albert Palace Mansions (I had always won-
dered why it had such a grand name!) and where the gardens 
were now stands York Mansions.

Battersea Polytechnic was erected on the building land to the 
south, between Forfar and Macduff Roads. It opened in 1891 
to provide access to higher education to the poorer inhabitants 

of London. This eventually became part of the University of 
Surrey and then Westminster Kingsway College. This closed 
in 2000, and the building was transformed into the present 
day residential Kingsway Square.

Oh — and if you are wondering whatever happened to the 
perfect organ that was housed there— it survived everything 
and found a home, via a special train and a steamer down Loch 
Ness, at Saint Benedict’s Abbey in Fort Augustus, Scotland 
until that closed, and now it’s in St Peter’s Catholic Church, 
Buckie. Again awesome recycling!

This article is adapted from Sumathi Menon’s blog, 
Battersea Banter.

Prince of Wales Mansions

EVERSHED BROTHERS LIMITED 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

180 BATTERSEA PARK ROAD 
BATTERSEA SW11 4ND 

Tel: 0207 622 4935 
 

24 HOUR SERVICE • PRE PAY FUNERAL PLANS 

HOME VISITS • HORSE DRAWN HEARSES 

COMPLETE FUNERALS FROM £880 PLUS FEES

CARING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1832
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Cartoon by George Morrow

We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea,  
Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.
We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to:

Listen
Advise
Take Action
Report back—to you

You can contact us for more information on
Tel: 020 7622 9259  or  Email:  post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk
and at 174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND

We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea,
Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.

We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to: 

• Listen
• Advise
• Take Action
• Report back - to you

You can contact us for more information on
Tel: 020 7622 9259   or   Email:  post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk

and at 
174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND

 
 
 
 
We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea, Belgravia, 
Chelsea, Kensington & Knightsbridge.	  
 
 We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to: 

• Listen  
• Advise  
• Take Action  
• Report back – to you 

 
 You can contact us for more information on 
 Tel: 020 7622 9259    or   Email: post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk 
 and at  
 174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND 

This charming cartoon is by George Morrow (1869–1955) 
and was given to a Friend as a Christmas present. 

George Morrow was born in Belfast. Four of his seven brothers 
were illustrators and cartoonists. He was originally apprenticed 
as a signwriter and later studied in Paris. In the mid to late 
1890s he lived in Chelsea where he met Mark Twain. 

In 1906 he sat on the committee of the first Oireachtas Art 
Exhibition with J B Yeats and began his long association with 
Punch. Over the years he contributed 2,704 drawings, includ-
ing 22 full-page political cartoons. He joined the staff of the 
magazine in 1924, and was art editor from 1932 to 1937. 

He also illustrated more than 70 books by other authors for 
adults and children, and, with E V Lucas created the satirical 
pictorial novel What a Life!

He lived most of his adult life in England, although he spent 
many summers painting watercolours in Ireland. Married with 
no children, he died at his home in Thaxted, Essex, about a 
month after his last cartoon appeared in Punch.

This cartoon must have been drawn close to 1955 when the 
fourth chimney of the Power Station was completed. 

When did you last see a proper pram? A top of the range 
Silver Cross Balmoral Pram in navy gloss could set you back 
£1,600. However, the Park is full of highly desirable strollers 
with separate attachments for babies and toddlers for eye-
watering sums. For potential parents and grandparents alike, 
we might just have in the back of our minds the words ‘the 
enemy of genius is the pram in the hall’! Or more accurately 
Cyril Connolly’s words “There is no more sombre enemy of 
good art than the pram in the hall”.

The caption reads:  
IN BATTERSEA PARK. Remarkable case of inherited 
instinct displayed by Master Jones, son of the well-known 
cricketer.
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juicy), pizzas, pasta, ham, roast potatoes, 
lentil salad, red radicchio and fennel salad 
and braised radicchio whilst the puddings 
counter had a choice of freshly prepared 
fruits and feather-light muffins. Our 
individual platefuls were much enjoyed, 
but I felt the food which was meant to 
be warm could have been warmer. The 
under-elevens weren’t that bothered. 

A few adults and children arrived with 
bikes, others with babies in prams, whilst 
whirling vortices or plane contrails (both, 
we thought) were projected onto the 
back wall, and as the trains passed by the 
images were reflected onto the building 
opposite. I half expected to see a clown 
on stilts, a fire-eater or some jugglers 
appear. Everyone was kept amused and 
well catered for, which all goes to show 
that clearly Mother does know best—
though hygge it is not!

Mother  
2 Arches Lane, Circus West Village, 
Battersea Power Station, SW8 8AB. 020 
7622 4386. Open daily from 11.00 
am until 23.00 (24.00 on Fridays and 
Saturdays). The set buffet price —weekends 
only from 12–3—was £17.50 for adults 
and £8.50 for children from 2–12 which 
included a choice of soft drinks. Reservations 
can only be made for parties over 6. Prices 
otherwise average £5 for items from the 
grazing menu, £10 for pizzas and £5.50 
for panini. 

Intermission 
Now is the time to slip around the corner 
to The Coffeeworks Project (its fourth 
branch) for coffee, or if you feel like some-
thing stronger, to Vagabond Wines (its 6th 
branch) next door at Unit 12 before retak-
ing your seat for Act 2.   

pancetta, kale and paprika butter, and 
I had the sea bass ceviche with plantain 
crisps and whipped avocado followed by 
St Austell Bay mussels, white wine, shal-
lots and fries. I have to say I have never 
understood the tradition of mussels and 
fries when rice would work better as a 
Sop(with) pun! to soak up the delicious 
sauce: the fries were scrumptious though. 
We shared two light treacle tarts with 
crème fraiche for pudding. All of us were 
absolutely delighted with our choices, 
loved the atmosphere, lighting and res-
taurant and bar layout, and shall certainly 
be back, perhaps to eat outside on the 
terrace which overlooks the Thames. PS 
The aviation Wrights would be rightly 
proud of their culinary namesakes! 

Wright Bros Ltd of Borough London  
26 Circus West Village, Battersea Power 
Station, SW8 4EZ. 020 7324 7734. Open 
from Monday–Saturday from 12.00 noon 
to 10.30 pm and on Sunday from noon 
to 9.30 pm. Price averages from £13 for 
‘Small & Raw’ to £18 for WB Classics 
and Grills.  The wines were very reason-
ably priced.

Even if you are not familiar with the 
aviation history of the Battersea Power 
Station but would like to experience a 
‘hangar’ restaurant in one of the arches, 
then look no further than Mother, the 
first UK outpost of the Danish pizza 
chain. Perhaps the likes of Horatio 
Phillips, the Short and Wright broth-
ers, Charles Rolls or Thomas Sopwith 
rented or peered into this arch, perhaps 
not, but it is worth going en famille to 
this womb-like cave of a restaurant, for a 
no nonsense weekend buffet lunch. The 
open kitchen, where the pizzas are cooked 
in a roaring oven, divides the space and 
acts as a clever distraction from the noise 
of the trains speeding overhead. There 
are endless candlelit tables to the left and 
right of it. Some are long enough to seat 
large parties and rugs are provided for 
those nearest to the entrance to ward off 
any chill. The ‘eat as much as you like’ 
mains self-help counter had an inspir-
ing selection of fresh duck (moist and 

Circuses and Flying Machines (Act 1)

What inspired marketing it was to 
name Battersea Power Station’s Phase 
1 development ‘Circus West Village’. 
Certainly, the Moscow State Circus, 
Cirque du Soleil (who wanted this site 
as their permanent home), ringmasters 
Gerry Cottle, Billy Smart and Bertram 
Mills, and a few others, pitched their 
Big Tops in Battersea—though I don’t 
know if P T Barnum or Italy’s Liana 
Orfei ever did and does Madame Zingara 
count? I feel sure that all these performers 
would be delighted with the way this old 
industrial plot, once a temporary home 
for their caravans or trailers, has been 
transformed. The same would be true 
for the aeronautical engineers who built 
helicopters, air-balloons and planes in 
their workshops underneath the arches. 
With the restaurants, estate agents, wine 
bars, grocery and bakery stores making 
up today’s Village, would anyone nowa-
days run away to join a circus with all 
this magic around?

Take Wright Brothers for instance. I 
had assumed the owners had specifi-
cally selected Battersea in which to open 
their Fish and Seafood restaurant because 
of the identical name and fame of the 
British Wright brothers, Howard and 
Warwick, who had perfected their avia-
tion skills literally a stone’s throw away. 
But I was wrong: it was just a happy 
chance  that the Wrights (actually broth-
ers in law) opened their fifth restaurant in 
SW8. I discovered this when the golfer, 
my brother and his fiancée, and I had 
dinner there recently. 

The men started with a selection of 18 
oysters, followed by cracked Devon cock 
crab. Patricia chose the brown shrimps, 
then the Scottish halibut fillet, with 

Annabel Stein
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Events
Ends April 1
Wed to Sunday 11am to 5pm

 Pump House Gallery

‘a hook but no fish’, the first UK solo exhibition from NZ 
artist Sriwhana Spong referencing her Balinese heritage

Thursday 8 to Sunday 11
 Battersea Evolution 

Affordable Art Fair 
See advertisement on page 8

Saturday 10  Thrive Open Day in the main garden on East Carriage Drive
Monday 19 
12.15 for 1 to 2 pm

 Shaftesbury Christian Centre
 2 Austin Road, SW11 5JP
 See enclosed grey leaflet

The Friends’ Spring Lunchtime Lecture 
An illustrated talk by Dr Elizabeth Clare on the diversity of the 
world’s bats.  Buy £6.50 tickets plus optional £5.50 lunch at 
friendsofbatterseapark.org/eventshome or by cheque to ‘Friends of 
Battersea Park’ sent with a sae or 2nd class stamp to FoBP, 11 
Elm Quay Court, Nine Elms Lane, SW8 5DE. 
info@friendsofbatterseapark.org/020 7622 5199

Friday 30 to Sunday 8
12pm to 8pm Boules Area

Drake’s Children’s Funfair

Friday 30 to Monday 2
 Children’s Zoo

Easter Bunny Day  Entrance +£1
Easter Egg search   Entrance +£1.50 inc prize

Tuesday 3 to Sunday 15 
Tuesdays 3 and 10
Thursday 5
Thursday 12  Children’s Zoo

Colourful Bunny search  Entrance +£1.50 inc prize
Chicken and Egg Days Entrance +£1
Bumble Bee and Frog Day
Hedgehog Day

Tuesday 17 to Sunday 22 
 Battersea Evolution

Decorative Antiques and Textiles Fair
See advertisement on back page

Sunday 25 to July 8
Wed to Sunday 11am to 5pm
 Pump House Gallery

‘We are having a little flirt’ with video, performance, work-
shops and installations considering the ambiguous nature of 
flirting

Friday 4 to Sunday 20 Wandsworth Arts Fringe
Friday 18 to Sunday 3 June 
11am to 5pm
Friday 26 Pump House Gallery

Pump House Pavilion Free activities and creative experiences

Reading tea leaves with Joanna Brinton
Saturday 19 to Sunday 27 Chelsea Fringe Festival including Thrive

chelseafringe.com
Monday 22 to Sunday 27 Chelsea Flower Show week so car parks busy
Tuesday 23 to Sunday 27
 Battersea Evolution

Rare Books Fair

Tuesday 23 to Sunday 6
12pm to 8pm Boules Area

Drake’s Children’s Funfair

Wednesday 30
6.30pm
 Bandstand

Walk led by Chief Parks Officer, Jerry Birtles on 'Historic 
and Notable Trees'. Free but must be booked by sending an 
email to hello@enable.org  Part of Heritage Festival

Saturday 2
2pm
 Albert Gate

Walk led by FoBP’s Frances Radcliffe and Mike Bates in con-
junction with the Battersea Society as part of Heritage Festival. 
£5 No booking needed

Wednesday 6 Starts 7.30pm Race for Life for Cancer Research
Thursday 7
7 for 7.30
 St Mary’s Church, SW11 3NA

Talk on the History of Battersea Park by Jennifer Ullman, 
former Park Manager and author of the history of the Park 
published by the Friends. Part of Heritage Festival

Saturday 9  12 to 7pm Live at the Bandstand – music and stalls
Tuesday 12
6pm to 9pm
 Children’s Zoo

Friends’ 13th Annual Barbecue with live music and children’s 
activities. Adult tickets £18, Children £8, 4 and under free. 
Book friendsofbatterseapark.org/eventshome or on the yellow 
form
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Events
Saturday 16 
2pm to 5pm Peace Pagoda

Annual ceremony with Buddhist traditions. Messages, 
speeches, devotional music, tea

Sunday 24 
12.45 to 4pm. Entries from 10.30am
 Boules area 

Wandsworth Parks Police Companion Dog Show and 
Armed Forces Day.  All dogs welcome. The Friends present a 
prize for the best trick

from Friday 22 Drakes Fun Fair
Monday 2
7pm for 7.30pm Venue tbc

Friends’ Annual General Meeting

Friday 27 to Sunday 29
 British Genius Site

Foodstock

Monday 29th   
12.15 for 1pm to 2pm
 Venue tbc

The Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture
Landscape and Garden Design by Liz Rawlinson of the Inchbald 
School. Full details in Review 110.
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Julio Nunez 1925–2017
Battersea Park has every reason to be grateful to Julio Nunez. 
When in London, he would walk round the carriageways, 
notching up several miles. He particularly loved the Old English 
Garden where there is a bench dedicated to his beloved wife 
(Maria Marta – in memory of memories). He not only donated 
the new pergola but also supported, and continues to support, 
Thrive in maintaining the Garden.

Isabel Aspillera, his personal assistant writes:

“Mr Nuñez was born in Havana in October 1925, the young-
est of five sons. 

At the time, his father was the Cuban Tourism Attaché and 
was based in New York. Mr Nuñez grew up in New York 

and received his schooling in the USA. He held a Harvard 
University  Law Degree and was Assistant District Attorney for 
the Southern District of New York.

 His professional life in the world of finance took him to many 
countries, including Argentina, Switzerland, France and the 
United Kingdom which he considered his home for many years.

He was witty, kind and highly intelligent. He had a heart of 
gold and was loved by his staff and all those he met while 
on his daily walks in Battersea Park in London, the Tuileries 
Garden in Paris and along the Majorcan beachfront.

Widowed in 2005, he is survived by a daughter, a son and 
three grandchildren living in the USA.”

58 Battersea Bridge Road
SW11 3AG

Tel: 020 7978 5533
www.johnsonpictureframingsw11.co.uk

JOHNSON’S
Picture Framing & Gallery



ANTIQUES AND 20TH CENTURY DESIGN
FOR INTERIOR DECORATION
THREE TIMES A YEAR IN 
BATTERSEA PARK, LONDON

decorativefair.com    +44 (0)20 7616 9327

AUTUMN
2-7 October 2018

WINTER
22-27 January 2019

SPRING
17-22 April 2018

FAIR
The Decorative
Antiques & Textiles

For a complimentary invitation email fairs@decorativefair.com 
and quote Friends of Battersea Park
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