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The Friends of Battersea Park was formed 
in 1988, so this is our 30th anniversary 
year. The first issue of Review was pro-
duced in the summer and the editor 
was Jimmy Burns. Jimmy’s ‘Postcard’ 
on page 12 is a tribute to the Park and 
to those who had the vision to establish 
the Friends. Michael Fisher was Acting 
Chairman, Elaine Hodges was Secretary 
and Jasmine Mitchell was Deputy Editor 
of Review. Tom Maxwell and Christine 
Fremantle who were on the Committee 
for many years were also founder 
members.

In the second issue of Review, founder 
member Ruth Forrest wrote an article 
entitled ‘How the Friends came about’. 
Ruth had been a key protester when, in 
1977, the GLC had, apparently with-
out consultation or discussion, erected 
two wooden corrals in the Park and 
announced that dogs could run freely 
within them but elsewhere in the Park, 
they must be kept on leads and on paths. 
The dog compounds had been introduced 
following publicity about toxicara canis 
which can cause blindness in children. 
Ruth wrote that ‘the outrage and con-
fusion which followed made me think 
that some sort of organisation should be 

formed so that, in future, people running 
the Park could have a representative body 
of local people with which they could 
consult on matters concerning the Park. 
… A public meeting in the hall of St 
Mary-le-Park was organised and attended 
by over 350 people. … By the end of the 
summer, the new dog regulations were 
quietly withdrawn’.

Ruth remembered her earlier thoughts 
when, ‘several years later, there came 
the threat of a 3,500 seat theatre in the 
middle of the Park. This provoked similar 
reactions to the dog regulations: outrage 
at the prospect and anger at the lack of 
consultation and discussion … A 1,400 
signature petition against the theatre was 
presented and the plan was abandoned’.  
But Ruth had remembered her earlier 
thoughts and ‘the result is the Friends 
of Battersea Park’.   

The Friends are needed now, more than 
ever as resources available to Wandsworth 
Council are severely cut and the popula-
tion around the Park is set to increase 
yet further with the Power Station and 
Nine Elms development plans. Events in 
the Park remain contentious. The Events 
Policy agreed in 2011 was a great step 
forward. It is set out on page 7 so that 
more Friends can be aware of the detail.

The last issue sought views on whether 
the new playground should be fenced 
and on Parkrun. Your Committee has 
agreed that the former should simply be 
kept under review. The latter is still being 
considered.

Christmas is coming! Our history of the 
Park makes a perfect present and is easily 
available at friendsofbatterseapark.org. 
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Parkwatch 

Ian Mitchell takes over as  
Enable’s Managing Director   
Ian Mitchell was appointed as Managing 
Director of Enable Leisure & Culture 
in July. He was born and raised in 
Bromley, South London and then 
moved on to spend some time in Essex, 
Buckinghamshire and Kent.   He has 
worked in and around London for the 
last 25 years, leading several charitable 
organisations within the leisure, health 
and cultural sector.  

Ian writes: “I joined Enable Leisure & 
Culture to support the organisation in 
improving and enriching Wandsworth 
lives, something that I am very passionate 
about and which gets me out of bed in 
the morning!  I absolutely love the area 
and feel very privileged to be working 
alongside such enthusiastic and dedicated 
people in the Borough.  I am the proud 
father of four amazing children and 
grandfather of two energetic boys. They 
all keep me very busy when not in the 
office”.

Ian is looking forward to testing out the 
playgrounds in Battersea Park with his 
grandchildren.

Jerry Birtles wins the  
‘Tree Oscars’  
For the first time in nine years, Jerry 
Birtles was absent from our AGM on 
10 July—not only because he retired as 
Chief Parks Officer at the end of May but 
also because he was otherwise engaged 
at City Hall. He was there for the 2018 
London Tree and Woodland Awards 
and was presented with an individual 

commitment award by his professional 
counterparts in the London Tree Officers 
Association.

London’s ‘Tree Oscars’ are organised and 
sponsored by the Mayor of London’s 
environment team and the Forestry 
Commission. They are awarded to 
honour those who work to protect and 
expand London’s tree cover.

Until his retirement, Jerry had been 
looking after trees in Wandsworth for 
29 years. There are about 60,000 trees 
in the Borough including about 15,000 
street trees and about 4,000 trees in 
Battersea Park.

Green Flag  
The Green Flag for 2018 was raised above 
Battersea Park by Councillor Sutters on 
17 July.   

The scheme recognises and rewards well 
managed parks and green spaces, setting 
the benchmark standard for the manage-
ment of recreational outdoor spaces 
across the United Kingdom and around 
the world. The Friends are delighted that 
this coveted flag continues to fly on the 
flag post at the Albert Gate.

Ladies’ Pond  
The Ladies’ Pond is a very special place 
within the Park. It is surrounded by inter-
esting trees and bankside vegetation. One 
of the illustrations on page 24 in Jennifer 
Ullman’s history of the Park is a charming 
depiction of crowds of people skating on 
the pond in 1860.  

Currently, it is in a parlous state because 
it is leaking. For more details, please see 
Valerie Selby’s helpful article on page 11.

Russell Page Garden  

The Friends have been concerned about 
the quality of the new roses, Queen 
Elizabeth and Scarlet Queen Elizabeth, 
but they seem to have picked up tremen-
dously and now, in early autumn, the 
vast majority are looking healthy and 
vigorous. We agreed to refurbish the rose 
beds last year and will now transfer the 
monies we owe to Idverde. This should 
be an excellent investment in the Park 
for many years to come.

Fountains and pools  
The fountains are now working wonder-
fully. Many thanks to all concerned! They 
are a real joy. If anyone needs a boost to 
their morale, they should go to the foun-
tains on a hot, sunny, non-school day to 
see those many children who love getting 
wet as they stand or run besides the bar-
rier on the south side of the pool as the 
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main fountains leap into action. 

The pools below the Vista steps have been 
thoroughly cleaned and now look refresh-
ingly limpid and clear.

Work carried out using funds 
from Formula E

Work on the new path from the Albert 
Bridge pedestrian gate towards the 
entrance to the Staff Yard was success-
fully completed in late September. It 
broadly follows the ‘desire line’, evident 
as a muddy track, between the two rows 
of plane trees. The old path closer to the 
Staff Yard has been removed. It had been 
much affected by tree roots. The new 
path looks uncharacteristically straight 
compared with its predecessor but we 
will rapidly become used to it. The great 
benefit is that there is now one path in 
this relatively small sector of the Park 
rather two, both of which had unsatisfac-
tory surfaces for different reasons. The 
new path also reverts to the nineteenth 
century line. 

There is no progress to report as yet on 
the Cascades restoration feasibility study 
for which £50K was allocated. Until this 
is done, there can be no grant application 
and this and the £110K held back for use 
as match funding will remain in hand. 

It is possible that there may be some 
funds left over if all the work done so 

far has come in under budget.

Paths from the Petworth Gate 
Those using this gate in Albert Bridge 
Road had long complained about the 
large muddy puddle and the distortions 
in the path caused by tree roots. Both 
of these made it very difficult to take a 
wheelchair or a pushchair from the gate 
into the Park. It is therefore especially 
good news that early in October, the path 
was significantly improved.

At the same time, the gate has been 
altered so that it can be used for access to 
the fireworks without the need to remove 
a fence panel.

Landscaping at Chelsea Gate  
Cadent Gas’s work on their new tunnel 
under the River Thames came to an end 
some time ago. Their working area in 
the north east corner of the Park was 
smoothed over with new soil. It was 
always recognised that replanting would 
need to wait until the wetter autumn 
weather. There is now a fine crop of weeds 
but this is about to change. Cadent will 
be carrying out extensive landscaping 
from mid-November onwards. 

Their plans have been developed with 
the Council and Enable to re-connect 
the area with the rest of the Park and 
to provide a colourful gateway for those 
entering by the Chelsea Gate or the 
river path. The landscaping will provide 
seasonal meadow planting, with bulbs 
and a carefully chosen attractive mix of 
new plants. It has also been designed 
to provide good habitats for bees and 
pollinators.

Cadent have carefully chosen the plants 
to provide interest and colour all year and 
have included drought-resistant species 
to avoid the need for extensive irriga-
tion. They are fully funding the plant-
ing scheme and providing funding for 
maintenance for the next five years. 

The Friends saw the planting plans in 
July. We had various queries but overall, 
were much impressed by what was being 
proposed.

Parkwatch 

Remembrance Service  
at the War Memorial  
Once again there will be no service at 
the War Memorial in the Park as 11 
November falls on a Sunday. The schools 
which form such a significant part of the 
commemoration would be closed and 
unable to participate. However, the tra-
ditional Remembrance Sunday Service at 
St Mary’s, Battersea will be taking place 
as usual at 10.45am. 

Yet another python in the Park  
On 5 September, yet another python was 
found in the Park. This is the fifth in two 
years and was again sent to the RSPCA 
hospital in Putney for onward transfer 
to a specialist reptile centre. If you see a 
snake, please phone the Parks Police on 
07500 959442 or the RSPCA Helpline 
on 0300 1234 999.

Drone 
In the summer, the fire brigade were 
called to rescue a drone stuck in a plane 
tree in the Park. Drones may be great fun 
for those who own and operate them, but 
they can infringe the privacy and tran-
quillity of everyone else. It is good news 
that we have been assured that they are 
not permitted in the Park, though some 
Friends would certainly, and understand-
ably, love to have a go.
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Parkwatch 
. . . Cont/d

The merits or otherwise of calling the fire 
brigade could be debated for some time.

Michelangelo’s David  
comes to the Park   
What a surprise for anyone using the Sun 
Gate between 4 and 8 October! A full 
scale ‘Domestic David’ was to be seen 
with his washing machine and laundry 
basket. He was holding his tee shirt, ready 
for the wash but was still wearing his 
pants. 

Samsung had reimagined Michelangelo’s 
David and Rodin’s Thinker to underline 
the classic style and durability of their 
washing machines. David spent a few 
days outside St Paul’s before dropping 
into Battersea Park. Clearly, he was a 
discerning visitor to London.

Philip Wright’s photograph with caption 
is on page 12.

Enable contract  
The Community Services and Open 
Spaces Scrutiny and Overview 
Committee chaired by Councillor Steffi 
Sutters meets on 7 November to consider 
the way forward for the management of 
Battersea Park and other open spaces 
in the Borough as well as playgrounds, 

bereavement services, leisure and sports, 
Putney School of Art and Design, arts, 
and events and filming. These are all cov-
ered by the Enable, Leisure and Culture 
contract which ends in September 2019. 
In terms of inviting new tenders, timing 
is extremely tight. Maybe the contract 
will be extended for a short period at 
this stage?

Either way, from the perspective of 
Battersea Park, we are extremely keen 
to see the management of the Park, sports 
and events kept closely together so that 
the protection of the Park is paramount 
and an appropriate balance is struck. 
Expertise in managing the Park is crucial 
as are the detailed requirements within 
the contract. The value of parks is increas-
ingly recognised and the resources avail-
able must be maintained or enhanced. 

The Committee paper will be published 
on the Council website a week before 
the meeting.

Playground resurfacing  
The hugely popular junior and toddler 
playgrounds near the Sun Gate opened 
in July after resurfacing. The junior play-
ground was described by one three year 

old and her mother as “the best play-
ground ever”.

BEYOND THE RAILINGS:

Peregrine falcons  
The only peregrine falcon chick to have 
fledged this year, a male named Solo, 
is alive and well. However, his father is 
beginning to show his age and is expected 
to be replaced sometime soon.

58 Battersea Bridge Road
SW11 3AG

Tel: 020 7978 5533
www.johnsonpictureframingsw11.co.uk

JOHNSON’S
Picture Framing & Gallery
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Council’s Events Policy

At our AGM on 11 July, the Chairman suggested that the 
Council’s Events Policy should be published on the Friends’ 
website. The holding of events in the Park is a sensitive 
issue where a balance needs to be struck. Friends might also 
like to be able to read the policy in this magazine and it is 
published in full below.

 
Battersea Park Events Policy / Restrictions   
as agreed by Wandsworth Borough Council   
in 2011  

1. British Genius Site. The capacity of the British Genius 
Site will be determined by the nature of each specific event 
and be subject to individual event management plans, 
relevant risk assessments and any Public Entertainment 
Licence conditions. Where possible the British Genius 
Site will be used for all events, however, where a grass 
surface is required, sports pitch areas will be considered.

2. Grass Areas. Grass areas will not be used for events over 
the winter months between 31st October and 1st April, 
with the exception of Remembrance Day services and 
the Fireworks event (both in November). 

3. Riverside Sites. Hard standing areas of the riverside 
sites will be considered for use for events. For example, 
fun runs along the riverside promenade and religious 
festivals linked to the Pagoda will be permitted. A 
view will be taken regarding small scale classical music 
concerts (or similar) to the south of the Pagoda using 
the Pagoda as a back screen. It is emphasised that the 
restrictions focus on hard standing areas and riverside 
lawns will not be used for events other than in exceptional 
circumstances. The erection of structures, staging or any 
intrusive event infrastructure on riverside sites, will not 
take place without prior consultation with the Friends 
of Battersea Park. 

4. Time Limits. A time limit of 2.00am will be imposed 
on all private and ticketed parties in all but exceptional 
circumstances. A time limit of midnight will be imposed 
on all other events. It should be noted that most events 
normally end by 8.00pm, however, some sporting and 
public events may require an extension till midnight.

5. Special Approval. Events such as large pop festivals and 
those related solely to the sale of alcohol, which carry the 
risk of generating unacceptable noise levels, and involve 
large crowds with the potential for public disorder, will 
not be permitted unless special approval is given. This 
does not preclude popular concerts being held as long as 
the event conforms to the guidelines and has Executive 
approval.

6. Weekends. Weekend events outside the British Genius 
Site will be limited to the following:

a. General: Events open to the general public 
including ticketed events (e.g. fireworks), or events 
to which there is open application for participation 
(e.g. charity fun runs). 

b. Pump House Cricket Field: A maximum of 12 
weekend day events per year, further restricted to 
a maximum of 2 events per month (e.g. wedding 
reception marquees opposite and linked to events 
within Pump House Gallery). 

c. Millennium Arena and All Weather Pitches: 
A maximum of two events each on grass areas 
immediately adjacent the facilities and in 
connection with events taking place within the 
facilities. 

d. Events within stand alone facilities (e.g. Cricket 
Pavilion), or areas with fenced or gated access (e.g. 
Bowling Green), subject to there being minimal 
disruption of the primary purpose of the site.  
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Friends’ AGM:  

On the panel were the Chairman, Frances Radcliffe, Inspector 
Steve Biggs from Wandsworth Council’s Parks and Events 
Police, Simon Ingyon, Executive Director at Enable Leisure 
and Culture and Neil Blackley, Head of Parks at Enable and 
successor to Jerry Birtles.

A Friend requested a greater police presence in Battersea Park. 
Steve explained that there are nine full time Parks Police officers 
who work one eight hour shift from 7am until 3pm or 2pm 
to 10pm covering the Borough of Wandsworth as a whole. 
Reserve constables are available as additional support and there 
are weekend patrols between May and August. Steve was aware 
of concerns about crimes committed from mopeds and sig-
nage has been approved for display in the car parks which 
are patrolled by the Police. In an emergency, always dial 999.

There was a continuing problem of excessive litter and lack of 
collections, particularly in the hot weather. Simon confirmed 
that Idverde are paid to collect litter daily between 7am and 
8pm and they empty 170 bins. These are often overflowing 
and litter is dropped later in the evening. Funds from Section 
106 monies and FoBP had been used to provide double, rather 

than single, bins. A request has been made to the Council to 
begin two shifts per day at weekends. Rubbish is now stored 
in the Park, rather than being taken to Western Riverside 
for dumping immediately, avoiding time-consuming trips for 
the rubbish collection vehicles. It might be possible to buy a 
bigger compactor for the Park, also to save time. Individual 
compactor bins are also being investigated but they cost ten 
times the price of a single bin. Solar powered compacting litter 
bins are being trialled by Islington Council.

A Friend asked whether contractors might start later and work 
till 10pm leaving less litter for foxes to distribute. Simon would 
discuss this with Idverde but lack of resources is the issue. 
Crows and the wind can also cause litter to be spread.

The lack of recycling in the Park was queried. Simon said that 
this had been trialled unsuccessfully: contamination in recycling 
bins meant that everything had had to be treated as general 
waste. It was suggested that when the catering contracts were 
renewed, recycling should be required. Friends were encour-
aged to speak if possible to people dropping litter. Simon said 
that next year, the Parks Police will be able to issue on the spot 
fines (£50 if paid within fourteen days).

FAST EFFECTIVE TREATMENT
TO GET YOU MOVING

GET STARTED TODAY ON IMPROVING
YOUR MOVEMENT HEALTH

Physiotherapy assessment and treatment for
pain and injury management to help get you back 
enjoying your life.

Musculoskeletal pain syndromes are seldom caused by isolated 
precipitating events, but are the consequences of habitual 
imbalances in the movement system.’ Sahrmann

Reduce Pain

Improve Movement & Function

Indentify Movement Faults
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Open Forum Discussion 

In response to continued concern about coaches parked with 
their engines idling, Simon said that he had written to schools 
and clubs asking them to require drivers to turn off their 
engines. Signs are being put up where the coaches park.

The issue of large events, particularly funfairs, was raised. One 
substantial funfair had been in place for eleven days, render-
ing much green space off limits at a time when the children’s 
playground was closed. Simon confirmed that when Enable 
took over management of the Park, they inherited the same 
schedule for events as previously. Funfairs and large or excep-
tional events have to be approved by the Council. Exceptionally, 
the funfair was allowed to stay on for a few days because of 
a booking issue at their next venue. Enable’s Parks team and 
Enable Events team work closely together to conserve green 
space. The playground resurfacing should finish shortly: it had 
cost £150,000 and had to be carried out in particular weather 
conditions which had caused delays. Frances noted that in 
2011, the Council had agreed an Events Strategy seeking to 
strike a balance between events, conservation and tranquillity 
in the Park. This had resulted in a significant improvement 
compared with earlier times. She would arrange for a copy to 
be put on the Friends’ website. 

A Friend drew attention to the Parks Charter. Community 
organisations are being asked to sign up, as it calls for certain 
protections and rules relating to local parks. Frances noted 
that the Charter includes six points of which five seemed 
excellent but she had some doubts about one, which was: 

“to recognise the rights of every citizen to have access within 
walking distance to a good quality public green space”. This 
could also be put on the Friends website for comments and 
would be discussed at a Committee meeting.   

Dangerous cycling was discussed at length and there was a 
wish for more obvious signage and for enforcement of the 
by-laws through Fixed Penalty Notices. Steve explained that 
it was necessary to use the signage approved in the Highway 
Code (i.e. no bar across the cycling icon). With their new 
enforcement powers, the police would continue to use their 
discretion and would target repeat offenders and those riding 
dangerously. In the last year, 340 written warnings had been 
issued and eight people prosecuted for unauthorised cycling. 
Steve felt that fines were a deterrent, as was the spectacle of 
seeing someone else being stopped by police. He asked that 
infringements of rules in the Park be reported, ideally with a 
photograph, to parks@enablelc.org. 

Neil said that his first impressions of the Park were that it 
was both delightful and amazing and he looks forward to it 
becoming his second home. He hopes to assist, develop and 
improve where possible for many years to come. 

Simon announced that Ian Mitchell had been appointed as 
Managing Director of Enable, following Paul McCue’s retire-
ment in May. 

The Chairman thanked the Panel and closed the meeting at 
8:20pm.

EVERSHED BROTHERS LIMITED 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

180 BATTERSEA PARK ROAD 
BATTERSEA SW11 4ND 

Tel: 0207 622 4935 
 

24 HOUR SERVICE • PRE PAY FUNERAL PLANS 

HOME VISITS • HORSE DRAWN HEARSES 

COMPLETE FUNERALS FROM £880 PLUS FEES

CARING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1832
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It’s not just gardening at Thrive in 
Battersea Park. Although Thrive staff, 
volunteers and client gardeners can be 
seen working in purple shirts all year 
round in the four gardens they maintain 
in the Park, there is much more taking 
place than garden work: some refer it to 
as magic, whilst others see it as a voyage 
of discovery, a good form of exercise, a 
way of improving dexterity or making 
new friends.   Thrive uses gardening to 
bring about positive changes in the lives 
of people living with disabilities or ill 
health, or who are isolated, disadvan-
taged or vulnerable

In the Main Garden, a Children’s 
Summer Programme has just come to 
an end. The children built bug-hotels, 
baked lavender shortbread biscuits and 
made miniature container gardens, whilst 
exploring the magic world of garden-
ing.  In September, a new gardening pro-
gramme, Life Changers, was launched, 
intended for those living with life-chang-
ing conditions. This new, fully-funded 
programme will run every Tuesday till 
March 2019. The Main Garden has 
welcomed regular corporate volunteers 

throughout the autumn, as well as 
hosting Autumn Open Day visitors on 
Saturday 22nd September. Despite the 
rain, the Open Day raised over £200.

A new Pathway programme has started 
in the Old English Garden This is in 
addition to the Women’s Pathway group 
already well established there and a 
General Therapeutic gardening pro-
gramme, where one of the long-term 
volunteers is a member of the Friends 
of Battersea Park committee.   Thrive’s 
partnership with Jo Malone is also pros-

pering, as through-
out September  Jo 
Malone London 
has run a ‘Spotlight 
on Thrive’ cam-
paign via Facebook,  
promoting Thrive’s 
work and raising 
additional funds via 
their charity candle 
sales. Every month 
the Old English 
Garden hosts a 
group of Sunday 
Volunteers who are 
a tremendous help 
in maintaining the 
garden 

The Friends of 
Battersea Park kindly 
donated a new hose 
for use In the Winter 
Garden. Previously, 

Thrive
 Natalia Ruotsala 

watering the garden was challenging 
and time-consuming, but now every inch 
can be watered with ease.  The focus of 
Thrive’s work there will be on weeding 
and the propagation and replanting her-
baceous plants, such as the Alpine straw-
berry.  With the arrival of autumn, raking 
leaves will  keep the gardeners busy. 

The gardeners will also keep busy in the 
Herb Garden, where all the General 
Therapeutic gardening programmes take 
place.  The Herb Garden is home to sev-
eral different beds, where vegetables and 
a range of culinary and medicinal herbs 
are grown. This is especially important for 
the client gardeners, as selling the herbs at 
the Sales Kiosk in the Main Garden and 
the Magic Garden helps their numeracy 
and literacy skills.

Thrive is grateful to all their dedicated 
staff, volunteers and client gardeners, 
and hope to welcome new visitors to the 
four beautiful gardens they maintain in 
Battersea Park. With such positive feed-
back from one of the client gardeners, 
quoted below, Thrive welcomes autumn 
and the winter season with open arms:

“For me coming to Thrive is the highlight 
of my week, I feel very relaxed and get a 
sense of fulfilment when my day is done, 
and the staff and other volunteers are a 
good bunch.”

For further information, please visit-
thrive.org.uk or email battersea@thrive.
org.uk
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Ladies’ Pond 
Valerie Selby, Parks Development & Biodiversity Manager, Enable

water quality in a future article.

The immediate problems we have at 
the Ladies’ Pond are caused by a failure 
of the original construction which we 
are currently investigating. This failure 
may well be a combination of tree roots 
having punctured the puddled clay, the 
join between the clay itself and the brick 
protection at the water line having failed 
and the clay itself having been worn away 
over time, particularly if it has dried out 
and cracked up periodically. Obviously, 
once the liner construction is breached, 
the issue could be masked, if money and 
water were no object, by the equivalent 
of turning the taps on harder. However, 
our abstraction licence quite rightly pre-
vents us from doing that. Add into the 
mix the hottest driest summer on record 
causing any remaining water to evaporate 
and you have all seen the sadly inevitable 
results. 

To some degree the exact reason for the 
failure is irrelevant as the remedy is the 
same. We are currently seeking cost esti-
mates to reline the entirety of the Ladies’ 
Pond with a new liner. Due to the exact-
ing location – in an area where we wish 
to retain the mature tree fringing and 
the general aesthetics of the landscape 
– we are asking contractors to suggest to 

Understandably there has been mounting 
concern across the summer about Ladies’ 
Pond and its seeming inability to hold 
water so this is a good opportunity to 
explain Enable’s approach to integrated 
lakes management and how we hope to 
resolve the issues here in accordance with 
those principles. 

Integrated Lakes Management is an 
approach developed and first trialled in 
Wandsworth Parks in the early 1990s 
as part of an EU funded project that 
included European partners in Denmark, 
Holland and France; South Thames 
College; Wildfowl and Wetland Trust 
Advisory Service; SGS Environmental 
and The Royal Parks. It clearly demon-
strated the need to manage lakes based 
on the same level of understanding and 
knowledge that we use when managing 
land – specifically taking into account 
the local ecology and contributory factors 
such as lake construction, water source, 
vegetation, waterfowl, fish, public inter-
action and general maintenance, and 
then to deliver this management accord-
ing to the primary purpose of the lake 
in question.  

For Ladies’ Pond, the primary purpose 
is aesthetics and biodiversity. Although 
the water flows seamlessly between this 
pond and the main lake, the latter is an 
important recreational amenity, with 
fishing and boating, alongside aesthet-
ics and biodiversity. The Battersea Park 
lakes were created between 1857 and 
1869 and are constructed of puddled 
clay with brick protection at the water 
line. Together they cover 6.16ha (the 
area of the Park is 81ha) and contain 
an average of 61,560m3 of water. The 
water is sourced from a borehole drilled 
down 125m to the chalk strata below 
London. We have an abstraction licence 
from the Environment Agency which sets 
a limit on how much water we can draw 
annually. The water drawn up from the 
borehole has a much better (i.e. nutri-
ent poor) chemical profile than mains 
tap water and is the ideal way to fill an 
urban lake. I will return to matters of 

us the type of liner they would recom-
mend. We anticipate a liner made of 
mixed materials but including bentonite 
clay as this is better able to withstand 
puncturing by tree roots, but we are 
happy to be guided at this early stage as 
there are many experienced providers and 
this is a rapidly evolving sector. 

In addition to understanding costs, there 
will need to be discussions, not least with 
the Friends’ Committee, to determine 
the extent of any changes to the shape 
and area we retain as open water. Fewer 
mature trees would be lost and there 
would be retention of the surrounding 
planting if we seek to reduce the area of 
open water. But consideration needs to 
be given to the historic layout and design 
of this part of the Park too.

Once we understand the costs and have 
found agreement on the shape and style 
of the recreated lake, we will need to 
raise the money to deliver this. Many 
grant-giving bodies require extensive 
preliminary discussion so again we are 
already looking at potential providers to 
understand what supporting documen-
tation they will expect to accompany 
a bid. Realistically we could still be a 
year away from a final bid submission 
(unless anyone has a substantial amount 
of money they wish to donate?!) with 
a subsequent delivery timeline of sev-
eral months depending upon prevailing 
weather conditions. 

Rest assured we are well aware that the 
current state of the lake is an eyesore; 
we are as passionate as the Friends about 
finding a lasting solution but please 
remember that to do something well can 
take time and we would rather do it once 
and do it properly than rush a solution 
and have to revisit the problem in five 
years’ time.

In the next article I will explain more 
about Integrated Lakes Management, 
focussing on the aspects of vegetation, 
waterfowl, fish and public interaction as 
well as explaining our ongoing mainte-
nance regime.



Battersea Park Review 12

Postcard from London:
Jimmy Burns, Founder Member of the Friends

Battersea Park is special to me in many 
ways. Back in the spring of 1988, I was 
one of the founding members of the 
Friends of Battersea Park, some two years 
after Wandsworth Council took over the 
running of the Park from the Greater 
London Council and started to revive 
what was a very run-down area. 

We were a small group of volunteers from 
diverse backgrounds who formed this 
charity – an artist, a diplomat, a charity 
worker, a horticulturalist, a businessman, 
a retired soldier—lacking neither pas-
sion nor commitment. I am a journalist 
and author and became the first editor 
of Review. Our first chairman, Brian 

Botting, was a chartered surveyor, and 
invaluable in drawing up the Friends’ 
constitution: “To protect, preserve and 
improve the Park….and to provide a 
responsible group of people with whom 
Wandsworth Council can consult”.

The existentialist issue that united this 
rather hotchpotch group of dog-lovers, 
parents, grandparents, sportsmen, natu-
ralists and contemplatives, was the love 
we shared for the Park and our determi-
nation to preserve it as an oasis of tran-
quillity, even more important today with 
the work going on at the Power Station 
and in Nine Elms, some of the largest 
property developments in London of 

recent years,

Today, a riverside perspective from the 
Chelsea Embankment will confirm that 
Battersea Park, framed by two of the 
finest bridges in London, Albert and 
Chelsea, is both beautifully structured 
and full of surprises, its cultural diversity 
exemplified by the Peace Pagoda and the 
Millennium Crucifix off West Carriage 
Drive. 

Within its gates, it contains a joyful vari-
ety of trees, shrubs, plants and wildlife, 
much of it congregated around its lake. 
The Park is generous in what it has to offer 
in the way of activity or meditation, from 
playing fields and tennis courts to the 

I’ve never seen such a large pair of Y-fronts

photo and caption by Philip Wright
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Why I love Battersea Park

delicately crafted Old English Garden, 
and intricate pathways punctuated with 
notable sculptures by the likes of Moore 
and Hepworth. The Winter Garden, the 
Friends’ largest project, is a joy in every 
season. There are patches of wilderness 
where you can close your eyes and feel 
in the middle of the country, and there 
is plenty of room for cricket, football, 
and hockey, and cyclists, dogs, children, 
friends and lovers.

Thirty years on from its foundation, 
the Friends of Battersea Park is alive 
and well, consulted by the Council and 
with an expanded, active and interested 

membership deeply committed to the 
Park.

This green space has evolved as an 
example of all-year round civility and 
co existence. Dog walkers pick up their 
mess, children are catered for in the play-
grounds, keep fit enthusiasts and weight 
watchers have a choice between running 
on or dropping off into one of the cafés.

When people ask me what I most love 
about London after well over half a 
century of surviving its various ups and 
downs, I think to its long tradition of 
cultural openness, but also the green 

spaces within its own boundaries, in 
greater abundance than in any other city 
in the world.

For me, Battersea Park, close to where 
I live, remains an enduring favourite 
where I can recharge my love of life. It’s 
a place to contemplate changing seasons 
and appreciate nature’s endless capacity to 
restore and regenerate. It rewards atten-
tion from poets and artists. It is a neces-
sary source of comfort.

Jimmy Burns is an author & journalist.  
His latest book, Christiano and Leo, a 
dual biography of footballers Ronaldo 
and Messi, was published in May

Cycling practice in the Park  
These children came all the way from N3 to enjoy the delights of the Park: a fun way to encourage 
primary school children to adopt good habits for life
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Interview with Neil Blackley,

View from near West Carriage Drive in the summer drought. This photograph was taken on 27 July.

Tell me a bit about yourself?

Well, I’m a fortysomething father of three 
living a relatively quiet life in Beckenham, 
South East London.  I like being outside 
– on walks, camping, going out for a 
run or spending time with my amazing 
kids while trying not to annoy my wife 
too much. Live music, football on the 
telly, or a good movie with a nice glass 
of red are things I do to relax. That’s me 
in a nutshell.

What made you apply for the Head 
of Parks post in Enable?

Working in Parks is something I’ve 
wanted to do for a long time. One of 
my University lecturers was involved 
in the design of urban parks and while 
working with him I was fascinated how 
the design of outdoor space can affect the 
user and how it has changed over time. 
I knew back then that at some stage in 
my career I wanted to be involved in the 
management of parks.

The thing that impressed me about 
Enable was the level of passion for 
protecting and enhancing green spaces 
throughout the Borough. I loved the fact 
that all the services (Arts, Sports and 
Events) were linked to or delivered via 
Parks and Open Spaces, which in turn 
adds more value to them. Add to that 
the opportunity to be based in Battersea 
Park, how could I not apply!

How have you found the job now 
that your feet are firmly under the 
desk?

I love it.  It’s a big job and there’s lots to 
learn but the variety from one day to the 
next keeps me on my toes. There are com-
plexities in some of the most apparently 
simple tasks, which can be frustrating 
but it’s really rewarding to see the physi-
cal improvements on the ground. The 
thing that I’m most pleased with is the 
wealth of experience and skills within the 
Enable team. There is energy and passion 
throughout and everyone’s primary focus 

is to protect and enhance green spaces. 
There is creativity, experience, profession-
alism and sense of purpose all focussed on 
the open spaces in Wandsworth which I 
believe puts Battersea Park in very good 
hands.  

How will you be able to ensure high 
standards of maintenance within 
tight budgets in terms of hard land-
scaping, horticulture and trees?

My background is varied but most 
recently in a commercial landscaping 
setting and thus a focus on the finances 
has always been important. The chal-
lenges in this role are not too dissimilar 
so I’m confident we can achieve very high 
standards. The quality of the Borough’s 
open spaces can be directly linked to 
the financial investment that is put into 
them (which is mostly out of our con-
trol). So in order to maintain, improve 
and enhance green spaces, we will need 
to work very hard within the constraints 
we have. Our relationships with all our 
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Head of Parks, Enable
stakeholders is vital to the future of our 
Parks so the closer we work together the 
brighter (and greener) the future will be.

Do you have a solution to the prob-
lem of litter?

One of the things that has surprised me 
in this role is the big question of litter. 
Do I have the solution? I would love to 
say ‘yes’ but this is a very complex issue. 
The problem can’t always be addressed 
by more bins or more waste collections. 
There’s a fundamental issue of the ‘behav-
iour’ of Park users. If visitors are more 
aware of the impact of bringing in a 
picnic and disposing of their waste in 
the Park perhaps they will alter their 
behaviour. I want all visitors to enjoy 
the Park – relax, have fun and appreci-
ate the surroundings, but also to think 
about how valuable these spaces are. The 
current focus on plastics in the environ-
ment will hopefully develop into a wider 
appreciation of the waste-footprint we 
leave as we go about our lives.

How are you finding the balance 
within the Park between manage-
ment of the Park and management 
of events?

Parks are spaces for us all to enjoy and 
since municipal parks became popular 
from the 1850s there have always been 
events and attractions aimed at bringing 

people together. I appreciate that different 
people are attracted to different events so 
striking the balance can be challenging. 
My focus will always be biased towards 
the well-being of the Park. I work closely 
with the Enable Events Team (who are 
a dynamic bunch) and who also have a 
sound appreciation of the Park’s value 
and so we will scrutinise all proposed 
events together prior to giving the green 
(or red) light.

How do you see the role of the 
Friends of Battersea Park?

Partnership. There is a lot of passion 
within the Friends and the Enable team 
are well aware that this is important for 
the future of the Park. My colleagues and 
I have a strategic outlook for all open 
spaces across the borough and we under-
stand we have responsibility for future 
generations in protecting green assets 
like Battersea Park. The Park is there 
for people to use and enjoy. Working 
together, communicating and being 
transparent about our aims will make 
for a positive relationship. I’ve seen this 
first hand already withtThe Friends and 
I’m sure this will continue in the future.

Are you and your family manag-
ing to spend some time in Battersea 
Park?

My sister (who lives in Spain) recently 
visited and I was very happy to show 
off the Park to her and her husband. It’s 
great to get the reaction of new visitors 
to iconic parts of the Park like the Pagoda 
and the Festival Gardens. They were both 
very impressed with the scale and qual-
ity of presentation throughout. The kids 
have been a number of times too, and 
whilst I’ve tried to convince them of the 
historical importance of the Subtropical 
Garden, they have mostly been focussed 
on Go-Ape!  

What do you like most about the 
Park?

This is a tricky one. I have my moments 
where I love different elements of the 
Park, so I find it hard to narrow it down 
to one thing. What I really love is watch-
ing how people use the Park and seeing 
that it is a special place for different rea-
sons to different people. Whether the 
reason behind the visit is sports, dog 
walking, a place to meet, experience an 
event or simply wander and take in the 
surroundings, it’s a truly magical place, 
so I guess that’s what I love the most.

Neil is at the extreme right of the green 
flag photograph on p4

We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea,  
Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.
We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to:

Listen
Advise
Take Action
Report back—to you

You can contact us for more information on
Tel: 020 7622 9259  or  Email:  post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk
and at 174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND

We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea,
Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.
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adjacent to the counter is meant to add mood to the menu 
and perhaps the spicy chicken from the day’s choice of salads 
came closest. 

However, I plumped for a mixture of yellow, red and green 
peppers, squash, onion, strips of courgette, black quinoa, and 
garlic all stirred together in a vinaigrette dressing. The portion 
was titanic but delicious. To further whet the appetite, there 
was a selection of chocolate brownies, cakes and some very 
amusingly named and unusual smoothies (Morning Glory, 
The Temptress) and shakes (Mistress or Farmer milkshakes). 
Though the ingredients might appeal to many a lover, like 
the OAP that I am, a plain coffee was good enough for me. 

The Farmer’s Mistress, 300 Battersea Park Road, SW11 
3BU. 020 7223 3380. Open from 9.00 am all week until 
5.00 pm but 4.00 pm on Sundays. (They hope to close later 
when a new chef arrives). Salads £7.50, Coffee £2.50.

Finally, walking from Majestic Wines up Queenstown Road 
towards Chelsea Bridge, I stopped off at Park Central for a 
light bite. The deli section had a nice range of open sandwiches, 
brioche buns and panini with a choice of fillings including 
avocados, tomatoes, hummus, falafel, and chicken, and also 
salads – chicken caesar, salad niçoise or plain Greek. I went for 
the last which was exactly as expected with a generous amount 
of feta cheese scattered over the sweet baby halved tomatoes, 
the juicy plump pitted olives and cucumber chunks. 

The room has a gentle Mediterranean brasserie feel about it 
with a realistic fake tree in the centre, imitation flowers in the 
window boxes and a large outside terrace. Battersea was well 
represented with pictures of the Park on the walls and 
Bumblezest health shots, which are made locally, along with 
other health drinks, in the chiller. Their range of top end 
champagnes, including quarter bottles, wines and craft beers 
can be bought or drunk on the premises. The ‘overflow’ upstairs 
room was closed when I was there, but the terrace was buzzing 
with runners cooling off with a beer. 

Park Central (Café, Deli, Bar), Vista, 344 Queenstown 
Road, SW11 8BY. 020 7627 1688. Open from 7.30 am to 
6.30 pm weekdays and from 8.30 am to 7.30 pm weekends. 
Prices range from £3 for a small Greek salad, croissants 
£1.50, Coffee £3.00.

Café Delights
Annabel Stein

I wonder if you’ve noticed that all sorts of independent cafés 
have opened up within a shot-putter’s throw of Battersea Park? 
I’m not talking about the ‘vin ordinaire’ variety nor sadly the 
‘society’ variety beloved of Europe, but a breed where you can 
pop in any old time, eat something tasty in congenial sur-
roundings, be served by friendly staff and not spend a bomb. 
Whilst the three I am recommending wouldn’t be contend-
ers for Strictly Come Cooking, they certainly qualify for a 
visit – whether for brunch, lunch, tea, whatever. ‘Whatever’ 
in my case is usually around 3pm when the hustle and bustle 
has quietened down though the choices have often quietened 
down as well. 

If you are near the Queenstown Road end of Battersea Park 
Road, then do try Vibes Café in the Doddington Estate. I 
was greeted with a lovely welcoming smile from the young 
owner and before deciding where to sit, ordered a croissant 
filled with turkey and salad and an Americano. I wasn’t quite 
sure why I’d chosen turkey except, perhaps, as a precursor to 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. I could have chosen a sourdough 
roll filled with avocado, a bagel overflowing with smoked 
salmon or even a ‘one portion’ sized pizza, but the turkey 
was a good choice. There were also tempting cakes (includ-
ing red velvet), ice-creams and a variety of soft drinks. The 
main eating area is peaceful and light with a laptop bench 
along a wall. There is a larger wifi-cum-library room on 
the first floor, a small garden at the back and a few tables 
outside the entrance. Vibes slightly reminded me of an old-
fashioned tea room albeit with a modern take. I left feeling 
energised and ready to traipse down the aisles of Tesco Metro. 
 
Vibes Café, 293 Battersea Park Road, SW11 4LX.  020 
7622 0011. Open from 7.00 am weekdays and 8.00 am 
weekends until 5.00 pm. Prices for filled items from £5 
approx.

Should you be at the other end of Battersea Park Road by the 
railway bridge, then The Farmer’s Mistress is for you.  

I used to eat there when it was a Mexican Restaurant but now, 
with some of its exposed brick walls painted black, mirrors, 
and the once narrow garden turned into an elegant atrium, 
it has been transformed into lovely area with a slight ‘night 
clubby/cocktail’ look. I presume the ‘Naturally Naughty’ sign 

photo: @Adwaiz
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Police Dog Show

These children tried very 
hard to persuade their dog 
to perform a trick

Father and daughter Bill and 
Charlotte enjoyed entering 
Lizzy who won a fine yellow 
rosette, proudly worn here by 
Charlotte

Mason, the winner of the Best 
Trick event, would not stay 
still for the commemorative 
photo with Friends’ Committee 
judges Angela Grant and Chris 
Davies

The Battersea Park Dog Show organ-
ised by Wandsworth Council’s Parks 
and Events Police took place on Sunday 
24 June. There was a splendid turnout 
despite very hot weather and the fact 

that England was playing Panama in 
the World Cup. The friendly and happy 
atmosphere is reflected in these three 
photographs.

The Parks and Events Police again very 

generously gave their profits from the 
Show to the Friends. Inspector Steve 
Biggs presented the Friends with a record 
breaking cheque for £770 at our AGM 
on 10 July.

Friends of Battersea 
Park Committee 

Frances Radcliffe OBE Chairman  
Mike Bates (Archive)  
Russ Coffey (Web)  
Inge Darling (Children)  
Chris Davies (Dogs)  
Claire Elliot (Thrive)  
Adrian Flook (Treasurer)  
Elizabeth Hood (Advisory)  
Karen Horan (Review Production)  
Peta May Law (Distribution)   
Michèle Marriott (Events)  
Angela McDonald (Secretary)  
Andrew McKay (Planning)  
Sally Orman (Advertising)  
Annabel Stein (Membership)
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Events
To December 16 Wed to Sunday
11am to 5pm

 Pump House Gallery

Exhibition Vermeir & Heiremans: A Modest Proposal (in 
a Black Box). Th eir new work investigates the possibility of 
fi nancialising public art collections, museum real estate and 
symbolic capital. 
Inhouse participatory project Investment avenues. 

Saturday 3
Gates open 6pm, close 8pm 
Pre-show 6.30pm, Bonfi re lit 7.30pm
Display at 8pm 

Fireworks in the Park 
Online advance tickets only, £10 from enablelc.org/fi reworks.  
Children under 10 free, but need tickets

Sunday 11 Bandstand Movember 5km run for Prostate Cancer from 10.30
Sundays 11 and 18
12 to 4pm Pump House Gallery

Family workshops on Imaginative Cities and Gallery of the 
Street

Saturday 15 to Monday 24 December
 Chelsea Gate Car Park

Pines and Needles Christmas trees for sale

Saturday 1
11am to 3pm  Th rive Main Garden

� rive’s Open Day with wreaths for sale

Saturday 1   11am to 5pm
Sunday 2     10am to 5pm
 Pear Tree Café 

Pear Tree Café Xmas Fair
Christmas Fair with stalls, mulled wine, carols

Saturday 1 

 British Genius Site

Battersea Ball in aid of the Battersea Crime Prevention Panel 
raising funds for Sport in the Park 
Th eme: Around the World in Eighty Days. Ticket information 
on batterseaball.org.uk or 07809 474 456 

Weekends 1 & 2, 10 & 11, and then 14 
to 24

 
 Children’s Zoo

Santa visits the Zoo. Tickets an additional £6.50 for a sticker, 
small gift, and Christmas treat. Advance booking on 
batterseaparkzoo.co,uk or on entrance to Zoo.
NB: On Christmas Eve, Santa will fi nish at 3pm to give him time to 
prepare for all his deliveries.  Th e Zoo will close at 3.30pm

Saturday 8
from 10 to 11.30am Bandstand

Santa Fun Run in aid of Trinity Hospice  

Tuesday 25

 British Genius Site

Rotary Club’s Christmas Lunch in the Marquee for 
Wandsworth residents 65+; more guests welcome. Volunteers 
needed for 24th, 25th and 26th—call 0207 2233 234 or info@
rotarychristmasday.org.uk  rotarychristmasday.org.uk

Monday 31 
7.30pm to 3am British Genius Site

New Year’s Eve Ball at Battersea Evolution. Tickets £180 from 
Smart Group

Tuesday 22 to Sunday 27 January
11am to 8pm British Genius Site

Antiques & Textiles Decorative Fair

� ursday 7 to Sunday 10
11am to 8pm British Genius Site

A� ordable Art Fair

Monday 25 
from 12.15 for lecture 1.00 to 2.00 pm

 Ethelburga Community Centre
 60 Worfi eld Street
 SW11 4RA

� e Friends’ Spring Lunchtime Lecture 
Margaret Murdin, President of the British Beekeepers 
Association, will talk about the life and life cycle of the honey 
bee, their methods of communication, behaviour, threats they 
face and what we can do to help them. She will also explain 
how they diff er from bumble bees.
Buy £6.50 tickets plus optional £5.50 lunch at friendsofbat-
terseapark.org/eventshome or by cheque to ‘Friends of Battersea 
Park’ sent with a sae or 2nd class stamp to FoBP, 11 Elm 
Quay Court, 30 Nine Elms Lane, SW8 5DE. Full details with 
Review 112. info@friendsofbatterseapark.org / 020 7622 5199

Tuesday 11 
6pm to 9pm
 Children’s Zoo

Friends’ 14th Annual Barbecue in the Zoo with live music 
and children’s activities. More details in the next issue of 
Review
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Friends of Battersea Park   Membership Application Form
Please complete in capitals and black pen. You can also join online at friendsofbatterseapark.org/join

Name(s)    Surname(s)

Address

Postcode            Tel.    Mobile

Email 1              Email 2

Title(s)/Name(s) for correspondence                

Occupation (or, if retired, previous occupation)           Date  

My special interests are:    trees       plants       wildlife       birds       sport       dogs       children’s activities       other

I can offer help by:    catering         gardening         IT         Review delivery         other

Annual Subscription:  Individual (£10.00)         Family (£15.00)         Business (£50)         Donation £
 
Please complete the Standing Order section below or make cheques payable to ‘Friends of Battersea Park’ and return to 
Friends of Battersea Park, 11 Elm Quay Court, 30 Nine Elms Lane, London SW8 5DE or scan and email your Standing 
Order to membership@friendsofbatterseapark.org 

Registered Charity No. 8
02

90
5

All data held by FoBP is only used for the purposes of FoBP administration and business.

Bank Standing Order

Bank Name   

Sort Code

Address     

Postcode

Account Name        

A/C No.

 
Please pay to TSB Bank PLC, Clapham Branch (30-92-10), 
12 South Side, London, SW4 7AD for the credit of Friends 
of Battersea Park, account number 00588621 forthwith 
and annually thereafter until further notice
the sum of (£)
       (amount in figures)      
                  

(amount in words)

This replaces any previous orders made out to Friends of 
Battersea Park

Name

Address

        

Postcode

Signature       

Date

Gift Aid

Boost the value to Friends of Battersea Park of your mem-
bership payments and donations by 25p of Gift Aid for 
every £1 you pay, at no cost to you.  If you pay higher rate 
tax you can also save yourself money.

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for 
the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you 
as a current UK taxpayer. 

In order to Gift Aid your membership and donations you 
must tick the box below: 

           I want to Gift Aid my membership payments and 
donations and any membership payments and dona-
tions I make in the future or have made in the past 4 
years to the charity  Friends of Battersea Park (Regis-
tered Charity No. 802905).

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income 
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in that tax year then it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.

Signature     

Date
 

Please notify the charity if you want to cancel this declara-
tion OR need to change your name or home address OR 
if you no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or 
capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and 
want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must 
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment 
tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your 
tax code.




