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Welcome to issue 115 of Review! The 
most important news is that the tender 
exercise that began last year for a conces-
sion contract to manage the Park from 
1 April 2020 has been completed. The 
process has been somewhat tortuous, 
including complications caused by the 
General Election in December, but the 
end result is that the Park and other open 
spaces in Wandsworth will continue to be 
managed by Enable Leisure and Culture. 
Enable will also continue to manage lei-
sure and sports, bereavement services and 
public halls in Wandsworth. For more 
detail see Chairman, Garon Watkins’ 
article on page 11.

We congratulate Enable on its success!

We are also pleased that Ian Mitchell, 
Managing Director of Enable agreed to 
be interviewed for this magazine. A bit 
of a scoop, coming as it does in advance 
of the new contract due to come into 
effect in April.  

Hardly does one tender exercise end but 
another two begin. The two of direct 

relevance to the Park are the idverde 
ground maintenance contract and the 
City Suburban Trees arboricultural con-
tract, both due to be retendered shortly.

A huge amount of hard work has been 
going on in the Park recently with shrub-
beries being tidied and mulched, the last 
of the fallen leaves removed and general 
clearing up done after Storm Ciara. At 
the time of writing, Storm Dennis is 
about to arrive. I have heard many words 
of praise for the efforts of idverde staff.

Our next event is our Lunchtime Lecture 
on 23 March 2020. Geoffrey Kibby, 
Research Associate in Mycology at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens and Senior Editor 
of Field Mycology will talk about The 
Hidden Kingdom on your Doorstep—
Fungi of Parks and Gardens. You might 
think that you are not interested in fungi 
but this is a hugely interesting and impor-
tant subject and you really should come 
to the lecture to learn more. If you’re 
unsure, then don’t miss Valerie Selby’s 
article on page 10 which will give you a 
taster for this fascinating subject. Who 
knew that the largest living organism on 
our planet, is a specific honey fungus 
measuring 2.4 miles across?

Summer will be upon us before we know 
it, and with it comes our annual fund-
raising barbecue on 9 June which has 
international acclaim (see page 7). 

Please buy your tickets for our lecture 
and the barbecue as soon as possible 
and enjoy your Easter holidays and the 
coming summer in glorious Battersea 
Park.

Parks Police

Park Contacts

Friends’ Contacts

 
Secretary  
FoBP 
c/o 32 Brynmaer Rd 
London SW11 4EW 
07495 542399 
info@friendsof 
batterseapark.org

Editor 
Friends’ Review 
32 Brynmaer Road 
London 
SW11 4EW

media@friendsof 
batterseapark.org

07816 460744 

 
membership@ 
friendsofbattersea-
park.org

@batterseapark

 
 
Staff Yard 
Battersea Park 
SW11 4NJ 
020 3959 0076

enablelc.org 
020 3959 0013

 

101

07500 959442

020 8871 7532

 
Enquiries: 
 
 
 
 
 

Letters: 
 
 
 

Review: 

Advertising:

 
Membership:

  
 
Twitter:

 
 
Park Office: 
 

 
Park Events:

Non-                                     
emergency                                        
incidents

Patrolling mob:

General Enqs. 



Battersea Park Review 4

Parkwatch 

Topiary Yew Trees   
Regrettably, the topiary yews in the Russell Page Garden 
missed the hoped-for detailed clipping last autumn which 
was intended to complement the relatively rough trim that 
they had in the spring. Their shaggy look is in contrast to the 
wonderfully sharp appearance of the nearby yew hedges. Our 
concern is that if they are not brought back into shape soon, 
it will be very difficult to get back the detail that we used to 
see which even included crowns on the heads of the peacocks. 
We recognise that Head of Parks, Neil Blackley is trying to 
get this work done. We hope that this task can be completed 
in the very near future.

Meanwhile, problems with the irrigation system which have 
long plagued the parterre continue unabated. This is frustrat-
ing for everyone. It would be lovely to see this long-running 
saga come to an end with repairs that actually work and last.  

Love Parks Tree  
Friends may have noticed a new tree and a plaque on East 
Carriage Drive near the Pear Tree Cafe. This is a silver lime 
Tilia tomentosa ‘Brabant’, donated by Wandsworth Council 
and planted in recognition of the ‘dedication and commit-
ment’ shown by the Friends. All Friends groups were given a 
tree at the end of last year’s Love Parks events. We hope that 
ours will develop into a fine specimen.  

This particular tree is of Dutch origin. It will be tall (over 20m) 
with an almost strangely conical crown and a dense canopy. 
The leaves are tough, large, dark green on top and silver under-
neath. The two tones can be seen in a breeze. Unlike some 
other limes, this variety does not attract aphids, so honeydew 
is not a problem.  The scented flowers appear in July. It is also 
drought tolerant once established.  

Summer in Battersea Park  
A similar programme of events to last year will take place in 
and by the Bowling Green from 13 June to Sunday 12 July. 
For details check @BatterseaParkLondon or friendsofbat-
terseapark.org.

Cascades Restoration Feasibility Study  
The feasibility study carried out by Allen Scott Ltd is being 
extended to include a topographical analysis to give a better 
understanding of any movement in the foundations of the 
cascades. Formula E funds are being used for this purpose. 
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Drinking Water Fountains  
Everyone seems to agree that these are a good idea. A key 
objective is to discourage the use of single-use plastics. The 
sites being considered are: 

 • behind the tennis courts east of East Carriage Drive 

 • north of the Subtropical Garden by the Bowling Green

 • north of the playgrounds near the Sun Gate

 • mounted on the cricket pavilion wall next to Maple Walk

The concrete slabs north of the Subtropical Garden and the 
Sun Gate playgrounds are the sites of previous fountains, cur-
rently the bases of rubbish bins. Water engineers are finalising 
the costs of providing the water supply. It may be more difficult 
than expected to achieve this north of the sub-tropical garden. 
The site north of the zoo is still under discussion: this fountain 
could perhaps be for dogs only.   

The Friends are working on the basis that the Council will 
pay for the provision of the water supply and that Formula E 
funds will be used to pay for the fountains and their installa-
tion. There is more discussion to be had around these issues.  

Graffiti on the Cascades  
The Friends are very pleased that this was removed so quickly 
and effectively. Graffiti in the Park is a constant but generally 
low-level problem. Please report any graffiti to the Parks Office 
or use the Wandsworth graffiti hotline, 020 7350 1122.

Old English Garden Fountain  
The fountain, donated by the Friends in 1999, has been work-
ing wonderfully well and has been a delight in terms of sight 

and sound. It too now needs a repair which is being organised. 
The intention is to leave it off during the cold weather and to 
have it working again before Easter.  

Bandstand 
Any remaining Formula E funds may be used to contrib-
ute towards a significant overhaul and redecoration to the 
bandstand.

Jump Kemp  
A Friend has reported that Jump Kemp died in January. She 
was a regular face in Battersea Park throughout the 1970s, ‘80s 
and ‘90s when she was in charge of the St John’s Ambulance 
Battersea 366c adult division. Anyone with fond memories of 
meeting her at events in those years, will recall with affection 
her appealing character and the old unit caravan.

Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs)  
The Parks Police have issued 37 FPNs within Battersea Park 
since May last year when they were introduced. These were for 
cycling in unauthorised areas, exceeding the 12mph speed limit 
and parking a vehicle in an area not approved by the Council.

Parkwatch 
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David Seel’s grandfather and 
the 1951 Festival of Britain

EVERSHED BROTHERS LIMITED 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

180 BATTERSEA PARK ROAD 
BATTERSEA SW11 4ND 

Tel: 0207 622 4935 
24 HOUR SERVICE • PRE PAY FUNERAL PLANS 

HOME VISITS • HORSE DRAWN HEARSES 
COMPLETE FUNERALS FROM £880 PLUS FEES

CARING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1832

David Seel contacted the Friends last year about his grandfa-
ther, Ernest Seel who was, he thinks, the ‘job architect’ for the 
Pleasure Gardens with his partner Dex Harrison. They worked 
together for a few years more before he joined Middlesex 
County Council as schools architect. David and a friend met 
Friends Mike Bates, Hallam Murray and Juliet Lyon-Smith 
on 13 August to look at what remains of the Pleasure Gardens 
in the Park today.  

David has also sent us copies of some photographs and a 
painting by his grandfather of the building site.

With David’s agreement, these have been sent to the 
Wandsworth Heritage Library and two photographs and the  
painting are reproduced here.
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Letters

Hello to London, I come from 
Braunschweig, Germany and have 
already participated in the grill party in 
Battersea Park twice.  

I was in London for the first time pro-
fessionally in 1983 and fell in love with 
England, the city of London and the 
people of London. At heart I’m English. 
I have been coming to London regularly 
for 37 years and wrote my own London 
guide. 

I’m really looking forward to the 9th of 
June when BBQ in Battersea Park. 

Kind Regards Fritz Maiwald

Editor’s note

It’s great to see Fritz’s Facebook post about 
last year’s BBQ.  The BBQ Committee 
are glad that he enjoyed it and look 

forward to meeting up with him again 
this year.  A visitor from India loved it 
too and could hardly believe it was light 
for so long on a June evening in London.  
We also entertained a visitor from South 
Africa who really enjoyed himself but 
was heard to mention that the weather 
was not quite what he would normally 
associate with a BBQ in South Africa.

On the international front, copies of 
our history of the Park have been sent to 
New Zealand, USA, Luxembourg and 
Paris and we’ve also met up with those 
running national parks in Singapore. 

There must be many other international 
connections. 

 12  – 15  MARCH
Battersea Park, London

LOS E  YOURS ELF  
IN  ART

Half price tickets using code PARKART  online*

*Offer valid for general admission, based on on-the-door prices, booking fee applies
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Dan Pearson’s annual visit to the Winter
Garden and new Thrive staff 

Dan’s visit was later in winter than usual 
with the advantage that, for the first 
time, he could see plants in flower. The 
Friends and Enable were very pleased to 
be joined not only by Julie Jowett from 
Thrive but also by Helene Guild and Alex 
McDonald who now have lead responsi-
bility for managing Thrive’s work in the 
Winter Garden.

Dan thought that the western half of the 
garden was coming on well, despite the 
loss of some individual plants, mainly as 
a result of drought. At the entrance, he 
felt that the prickly plants were achieving 
his objective of protecting plants from 
damage by dogs. He proposed replacing 
dead birch trees with winter sweet and 
(again) removing the two elm branches 
overhanging the path. He wanted to trial 
Waldsteinia in the bare area under the 
elm. He also asked that the new bench 
on the south side of the path be moved 
to a more harmonious position on the 
north side between the old bench and 
the three cherry trees.  

The eastern half of the garden was proving 
considerably more difficult: some per-
ennials had failed to knit together, and 
the higher ground north of the central 
path had been taken over by grass and 
other weeds. To address both issues, Dan 
suggested planting ivy, which was thriv-
ing elsewhere, as groundcover. He also 
recommended using comfrey to thread 
through bare patches in the east and 
south: He noted that Thrive had been 
particularly successful in transplanting 
comfrey near the exit gate. He again 
commended Thrive for the considerable 

efforts that they had made to look after 
the garden and the Friends for all the 
snowdrops that we have planted.  

Dan recommended fewer new plants 
than usual. If possible, willow and 
Chaenomeles to be planted now.  Others 
to await the autumn planting season.

Look out for Thrive’s new team leaders, 
photographs and messages below.

Alex McDonald  
Alex works with the Life Changers 
group on Tuesdays, Pathway group on 
Thursdays and Level 1/Pathway group 
on Fridays. 

“I became hooked on gardening after get-
ting an allotment 15 years ago. It gave 
me so much pleasure and I experienced 
the therapeutic effect of gardening.

My first contact with Thrive was as a 
volunteer on an allotment project in 
Southampton in the summer of 2012. 
Shortly after I got a job at Trunkwell 
working on the Sow & Grow project. 
I experienced the dramatic impact that 
horticulture therapy had on the partici-
pants’ lives, giving back confidence and 
building friendships. After a break away 
from horticulture therapy,  I am really 
excited to be back working for Thrive 
in Battersea Park.” 

Helene Guild  
Helene works with the Tuesday General 
group and Thursday Pathway groups, as 
well as running corporate volunteering 
days on Wednesdays. 

“I am delighted to join Thrive as a 
Horticulture Therapist. It was lovely to 
volunteer with different groups for the 
last few years. The combination of gar-
dening and therapy is my second career. 
I trained at Capel Manor ten years ago 
and learnt a lot from hands on experi-
ence in different community projects 
throughout London.

Every session at Thrive is about teamwork 
with the volunteers and the gardeners. I 
am so looking forward to working in the 
different gardens and to hearing sugges-
tions from everyone. It is great to start in 
autumn to plan the next growing season!”

Friends of Battersea 
Park Committee
Garon Watkins  Chairman  
Fenella Barber (Review) 

Russ Coffey (Web)  
Inge Darling (Children)  
Chris Davies (Dogs)  
Claire Elliot (Thrive)  
Adrian Flook (Treasurer)  
Karen Horan (Review Production)  
Peta May Law (BBQ)   
Juliet Lyon Smith (Secretary) 

Michèle Marriott JP (Events)   
Alan Meneghetti (Legal) 

Sally Orman (Advertising)  
Frances Radcliffe OBE (Review/

Planning)  
Annabel Stein (Membership)
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Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture
on Fish in London Lakes

I’ve never really seen the attraction of 
fishing, especially when the pleasure of 
the chase (so to speak) seems to be to 
be entirely negated by throwing the fish 
back in the water when you’ve weighed 
and measured it. But if you’re going to 
have a big city full of rivers, ponds and 
park lakes where fishing is permitted, 
then someone needs to look after the 
interests of the fish. And that is the one of 
the jobs of the speaker at 2019’s Autumn 
Lunchtime Lecture. 

Dave Webb is Fisheries, Biodiversity and 
Geomorphology Team Leader with the 
Environment Agency (EA). He’s been 
active in river restoration since the 1990s, 
project managed the development of the 
London Rivers Action Plan and chairs 
the London Rivers Restoration Group. 
More recently he’s become a trustee for 
the Wandle Valley Regional Park Trust. 
With him on this occasion was Kat Tye, 
the EA’s Fisheries Technical Officer.

Dave stressed that the EA’s main role 
in this context is that of regulation and 
protection. This applies to all lakes and 
rivers across the country. Whatever the 
location, from the point of view of the 
fish, the habitat must be suitable for their 
requirements. 

Water quality needs monitoring. Hard-
edged surfaces aid polluting run off, 
leading to eutrophication. This is the 
enrichment of water by excess nutrients. 
In turn this brings about the increased 
(and unwanted) growth of algae and 
aquatic plants, a potential lack of oxygen 
and a general deterioration of water qual-
ity. Other unwanted additions include 
plastics and other litter, and even more 
toxic elements which can kill all the river 
or lake inhabitants. It’s all very bad news 
for London’s fish.

Too many trees at the margins, and you 
have leaf drop problems. The introduc-
tion of non-native predators such as 
catfish can devastate local species. The 
construction of the Tideway Tunnel 
can disrupt local populations through 

vibration, noise or light pollution. 

None of these problems are insoluble of 
course. The EA works closely with the 
Tideway organisation to minimise the 
kinds of disruption listed above. Water 
quality and fish species are constantly 
monitored in collaboration with local 
authorities or organisations like Thames 
21. 

The presence of a large lake in the middle 
of an urban park such as we have here 
in Battersea leads to similar concerns to 
those for rivers. 

Angling may have lost a little of its popu-
larity in recent years, but there is still no 
shortage of applicants for fishing licences. 
There could be a temptation to increase 
the stocks to accommodate the angler, 
but fish don’t like cramped conditions 
any more than we do. They need space to 
grow. They also need a healthy environ-
ment, and too many trees close to the 
lake can cause the leaf drop problems 
suffered by some rivers, and there can 
also be the same problems with inter-
lopers. Unwanted goldfish abandoned in 
the Park can carry a threatening cargo 
of parasites.

Kat listed the main species we have here: 
carp, roach, bream and pike. Apparently 
seasoned anglers get to recognise indi-
vidual fish. An angler told the Friends 
in October that the three largest carp 

in our lake are known as ‘Shoulders’ or 
‘Broad Common’ because the fish is so 
broad and is a common carp (36lbs); 
‘Two Tone’ because of its darker back 
and lighter belly (32lbs); and ‘Ghostie’ 
because of its light silvery gold colour 
(31lbs). All have been around a long 
time. Quizzed on how long a carp can 
live, Kat thought around fifty years would 
be the upper limit, but it was difficult to 
know precisely. 

Dave concluded by telling us how the EA 
is promoting schemes to make fishing 
lakes more user friendly and inclusive to 
a wider range of users than the traditional 
anglers. These include encouraging the 
take-up of the sport by young people and 
promoting the provision of more areas 
for wheelchairs close to the water’s edge. 

A lively question time brought queries 
about mass nettings of fish in the dead 
of night by gangs from Eastern Europe. 
Dave observed that there is always some 
suspicion of newcomers in the angling 
community but that these anecdotes have 
never been corroborated.

The EA does not have the resources to 
investigate on the grounds of vague hear-
say evidence. However, anyone noting 
suspicious activity should report it, either 
to the Parks Police or direct to the EA. 
Elsewhere, poaching operations have 
been thwarted by the various authori-
ties mounting a joint operation, so it is 
worth telephoning. The EA’s illegal fish-
ing incident hotline number is on notices 
by the lake and is 0800 807060. 

Someone asked why fish often leap out 
of the water. There seemed to be no defi-
nite answer to that. They were possibly 
trying to escape a predator, or they might 
be infested with lice and trying to shake 
them off. Or perhaps they just enjoyed it.

Which of course perfectly summed up 
the way the audience felt about the last 
hour.

Find the Environment Agency on 
Twitter: @joefishingEA

Mike Roden
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The mushroom with which we are most 
familiar, the edible field mushroom, is a 
species naturally occurring in grasslands 
and pastures, feeding on dead vegetation 
in the soil. It seems to prefer grasslands 
where livestock are present although I can 
find no data about why this might be the 
case. Whatever the reason, this could be 
why it is less frequently seen in Battersea 
Park. However, it is only one of 17,000 
species of fungi in Britain with only a 
fraction of these being large enough to 
be obvious in the landscape. Most spe-
cies either do not produce visible fruiting 
bodies or produce ones so small that they 
are rarely seen except by fungal scien-
tists (mycologists). It can be a difficult 
group to become familiar with as fungi 
cannot be readily identified from appear-
ance alone; the colour of spores and the 
shape of the gills upon which the spores 
sit also being key identifying factors as 
well as smell, habitat, texture, size and 
colour. They are a group best appreci-
ated by observing and photographing and 
definitely without touching or tasting!

Fungi are a curious group; neither plants 
nor animals, they have their own classi-
fication or kingdom. They range in size 
from the microscopic, such as yeasts, 
to the largest living organism on our 
planet, a specific honey fungus meas-
uring 2.4 miles across growing in the 
Blue Mountains in Oregon. They have 
adapted to live in almost all conditions 
from the arctic to the desert, on dry land 
and in the oceans.

At a local level, their key function in our 
ecosystem is as a primary decomposer— 
they have no chlorophyll to convert the 
sun’s energy into food and use enzymes 
to dissolve plant and animal matter for 
nourishment. In this way, they are funda-
mental to recycling, turning dead animals 
and vegetative matter such as fallen leaves 
into compost.

So much of their work is carried out 
below ground that it is often forgotten 
that the fungi we usually see are only 
part of the whole organism—the fruit-
ing body is most often recognisable as 
a mushroom or toadstool and appears 
above ground as part of the reproductive 
cycle. The greater part of the fungus con-
sists of tiny hair like filaments or hyphae 
forming cobweb-like structures known as 
mycelium, which remain buried under 

the soil. Spores from the ‘mushroom’ 
spread naturally either by falling to the 
earth or being carried by the wind, while 
some, like puffballs, gently explode at the 
slightest pressure.  

photo by Ella Rothero

Species such as the honey fungus can 
have a huge network of mycelium below 
ground with the toadstools appearing 
seasonally, sometimes in great numbers. 
These underground filaments can spread 
far and wide in all directions from the 
epicentre, the original spore. Mushroom-
like growths are produced on the outer 
edge and the ring can be seen to expand 
year by year over the long lifespan of the 
fungus. It is this species and behaviour 
which accounts for the rings of fungi 
seen close to the north east corner of the 
all-weather football pitch in the Park, 
despite this fungus primarily being a 
parasite of woodland trees.  

The presence of fungi such as honey 
fungus can sometimes limit our ability to 
replant when a tree fails, being still active 
below ground and thus able to affect any 
new tree in the same way. An example 
of this was our decision not to replant 
(following expert advice) when two trees 
failed in the front garden of West Lodge 
some years ago precisely because the fail-
ure was directly related to the presence 
of honey fungus in the soil. 

Fungi  
Valerie Selby, Parks Development & Biodiversity Manager, Enable
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Enable wins the Park Management Concession 
Garon Watkins

As Friends will recall, the contract 
for the management of green spaces 
in Wandsworth, including our own 
Battersea Park, expires on 31 March 
2020, with the new contract intended 
to be in force the following day. A public 
tender process began last summer. It has 
now been confirmed that Enable Culture 
and Leisure has been reappointed.

By way of background, Friends please 
cast your minds back to 2015 when 
the Council decided to ‘externalise’ its 
leisure and culture services. This move 
was more than simple outsourcing, as 
under the terms of the new arrangement, 
the Council would receive a fee from 
a contractor who would buy a conces-
sion to run the parks and other facili-
ties and would cover their costs from the 
income generated, such as from filming, 
the British Genius site etc.. At that time 
Enable, a not for profit mutual company 
and subsequently registered charity, was 
formed to take over the Borough’s leisure 
and culture services, employing existing 
members of staff.

Enable was awarded a contract for four 
years, until 30 September 2019, although 
this was later extended to March 2020 
to allow more time for new contract 
arrangements to be made. Under the 
proposed new arrangements, leisure and 
culture services were ultimately divided 
into four lots:

lot 1: parks and open spaces, playgrounds, 
events, filming and sub-contracts

lot 2: leisure and sport

lot 3: bereavement service

lot 4: public halls 

The awards were to be made from 1 April 
2020 for an initial period of five years, 
with a possible extension for up to a 
further five years, by mutual agreement. 

The procurement process was run by 
officers of Wandsworth Council.

The tender process took place in the latter 
half of 2019 and initial assessments of 
bids were based on criteria weighted 60% 

to quality and 40% to cost. The Council 
did checks on the financial strength of 
bidders and none were rejected on that 
criterion.

For bidders reaching the second stage, 
the criteria were weighted 20% to 
quality and 80% cost. Final bids were 
submitted by 20 September and rec-
ommendations were due to go to the 
Community Services and Open Spaces 
Scrutiny and Oversight Committee 
chaired by Councillor Sarah Mcdermott 
in December for a final recommenda-
tion. However, events were overtaken by 
the announcement of a general election 
on 12 December, thus suspending such 
decision making. Wandsworth Council 
agreed that because of the time sensitivity 
of progressing this contract it could go 
ahead under Standing Order 83A which 
allowed the Cabinet Member responsi-
ble, Councillor Steffi Sutters, to make the 
decision. Use of the Standing Order 83A 
provision was referred the Committee by 
Councillor Paula Walker and considered 
on 12 February.  Use of the provision was 
noted and at the time of writing, final 
contract arrangements are being con-
firmed with Enable covering all four lots.

The Friends of Battersea Park, in con-
junction with other Friends’ groups and 
Management Advisory Committees have 
been in active discussion with the offic-
ers of Wandsworth Council during the 
whole process, meeting with officers on 
three occasions as a group and making 
strenuous efforts to ensure that the high-
est standards are maintained in our green 
spaces against the inevitable backdrop of 
financial pressures being experienced by 
local authorities. 

Specifically, we have requested that lan-
guage be included in the contract to 
cover a number of issues where Friends’ 
groups have concerns. These include 
but are not limited to: designating rep-
resentatives to liaise and consult with 
Friends on a regular basis and promptly 
responding to issues raised; not charg-
ing for Friends’ events; promoting and 
facilitating Friends’ groups; agreeing 

promptly with the Council the system to 
ensure the contractor is operating in line 
with contract specifications; recognising 
the distinctive and individual nature of 
different open spaces and ensuring that 
events in parks are in keeping with the 
nature of the individual park; ensuring 
a safe and secure experience for park 
users e.g. visible policing, education and 
enforcement of bye laws, especially with 
regard to anti-social behaviour; provision 
of appropriate litter collection.

The contract itself has not been published 
as there are areas of it which Enable 
believe are financially sensitive. However, 
the Friends’ groups have pressed for dis-
closure and the Council has agreed that 
those areas deemed not sensitive can be 
shared after 1 April.

This has been a long and complex process 
involving significant work and resource 
for both the Council and the various 
bidders. The Friends’ Committee has 
engaged on your behalf to ensure that 
Battersea Park benefits from first rate 
management and looks forward to work-
ing with Enable in the years ahead. That 
said, the process shortly begins anew, as 
the contracts for grounds maintenance 
and arboricultural care currently held 
by idverde  and City Suburban Tree 
Surgeons come to an end in 2021, and 
your Committee will once again be active 
to achieve the best outcome for our Park.

Daffodils in the Winter Garden
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Interview with Ian Mitchell,
Managing Director of Enable Leisure and Culture

Ian was appointed as 
Managing Director of Enable 
in July 2018. We’ve been quick 
off the mark in bringing you 
this interview as Enable enters 
into a new concession contract 
for the delivery of leisure and 
culture services in the Borough 
of Wandsworth Council from 
1 April 2020.

Tell me a bit about yourself  
and your upbringing?  
I was born and raised in Bromley, 
South East London. I had a 
very active upbringing playing 
football and rugby at club level 
most weekends and even played 
semi-pro football for a couple 
of seasons.

I started my career in the early 
90s as a lifeguard based at 
Marshall Street Leisure Centre, 
Soho and then went on to coach 
football, basketball, trampolin-
ing etc, I even dabbled as an 
aerobics instructor during my 
time in leisure!

What did you do before  
joining Enable?  
I have always been involved in the com-
munity sector one way or another, more 
recently running a couple of London-
based charities similar to Enable.  The 
main task within these organisations was 
to support communities, encourage more 
social connection to activities and pro-
vide a resilient and robust approach to 
community engagement. 

Why did you decide to apply for  
the role of being Enable’s  
Managing Director?  
I have previously been involved with 
services in Wandsworth and loved 
the area, people and potential.  I was 
excited about the opportunity of work-
ing with the Wandsworth community, 
Wandsworth Council and stakeholders 
to develop and improve services across 
the whole Borough.  

I saw Enable as a company in the early 

stages of development with the benefit 
of amazing staff and a proactive local 
authority with a focus on community 
engagement and high standards, this 
made the role very attractive. 

Can you tell us a bit about Enable?   
Enable Leisure & Culture was set up 
in 2015 with the vision to enrich lives 
in Wandsworth through strengthening 
community services and activities.  We 
still hold true to this vision five years 
later and strive to seek out opportu-
nities where we can add value to the 
Wandsworth community.

Enable operate services and support com-
munities across the whole Borough under 
a contract with Wandsworth Borough 
Council which comes to an end on the 
31 March 2020.  Following the Council 
decision making process in February we 
intend to enter into a new contract with 
Wandsworth Council to operate various 
community services and facilities.  

What was the whole tendering  
process like for you? … and for  
your staff?  
Wandsworth Council ran a thor-
ough and robust procurement 
process which we found tough 
as an organisation. However we 
were very pleased with what we 
submitted in our final tender 
with the whole business getting 
involved in the development of 
the submission.

Tendering for a contract that 
you are operating is always 
very difficult for the staff, with 
inevitable nervousness about the 
result and potential change.  We 
communicated progress to all 
staff throughout the tendering 
process and involved as many of 
them as possible in the build of 
the method statements. 

In broad terms, how much  
 do you think that it has cost  
Enable? 
Unfortunately, I am unable to 
quantify a cost to Enable.

What is Enable’s vision for the  
next 5–10 years?  
We have three main strategic objectives 
over the next five years that have been 
detailed in our tender submission to the 
Council.  We will be focusing on:

 • Sustainability, carbon reduction and 
urban greening

 • Community engagement, with a 
focus on reduction in anti-social 
behaviour

 • Community Health and Wellbeing 

You will need to generate income.   
How will you do this without  
damaging the Park?  
The new contract starting in April 2020 
will not force Enable to seek further 
income generating schemes within the 
Park.  We will, as always, work with the 
Friends and stakeholders to discuss ideas 
to bring more people into the Park. 
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What will change in Battersea Park?   
We are of course concerned about  
a potential increase in events and  
parked vehicles linked to filming.  
There are no planned changes within 
Battersea Park. We will however be look-
ing to work with the Friends, the Council 
and stakeholders to develop improve-
ments to the Park and surrounding areas.

We plan to focus on more community-
based free events to increase usage and 
show off the amazing experience within 
Battersea Park.

How will Enable manage the  
ground maintenance contractor  
idverde and the tree contractor City  
Suburban going forward?  Have you  
sufficent staff?  
There will be no change to how Enable 
oversee the Council grounds and tree 
contracts.

Enable has just won a contract from  
the local NHS to recruit, train and  
support seven link workers who will  
be placed in GP surgeries to help  
patients find help and support other  
than through medicines.  Can you  
comment on this new area of work  
for Enable?  
Enable are very excited to be working 
with Wandsworth CCG and the local 
Primary Care Networks to deliver the 
Social Prescription programme. The ser-
vice is based in a number of surgeries 
around Wandsworth and will support 
the engagement between the GP patients 
and the voluntary community sector’s 
activities.  

What does Battersea Park mean  
to you?  
Battersea Park is an essential part of the 
Enable operation and, with that, is one 

of the parks that I spend a considerable 
amount of time in every week.  It also 
helps that I just love the Park and find 
it has something for everyone. 

Do you have a favourite area of the  
Park, and if so, why?  
There are so many places I enjoy visiting, 
however,  a walk down Central Avenue 
no matter what time of year is definitely 
my favourite.  

What are your interests and  
hobbies? 
 I am the proud father of of four amazing 
children and grandfather of two energetic 
boys. They all keep me very busy when 
not in the office.

FAST EFFECTIVE TREATMENT
TO GET YOU MOVING

GET STARTED TODAY ON IMPROVING
YOUR MOVEMENT HEALTH

Physiotherapy assessment and treatment for
pain and injury management to help get you back 
enjoying your life.

Musculoskeletal pain syndromes are seldom caused by isolated 
precipitating events, but are the consequences of habitual 
imbalances in the movement system.’ Sahrmann

Reduce Pain

Improve Movement & Function

Indentify Movement Faults
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Optique of Battersea, an independent Opticians
– we have over 30 years of expertise in providing 
friendly and caring Ophthalmic Eyecare services 
using the most up to date and advanced technology.

NEWLY REFURBISHED PREMISES CLEAN, FRESH AND COMFORTABLE

OPTIQUE OPTICIANS
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS AS AN INDEPENDENT OPTICIANS

276 Battersea Park Rd, London SW11 3BS

info@optiquebattersea.co.uk
www.optiquebattersea.co.uk

020 7228 2754

Our services include:
• Comprehensive Eye Examination, NHS and Private
• Optomap - Ultra Widefield Retinal Imaging 
• Glaucoma Screening
• Macular Degeneration Screening
• Visual Field Analysis
• Contact Lenses
• Children’s Eye Care
• Wide Choice of Frames - Designer to Budget 
• Prescription Sunglasses
• Sports Eyewear
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The Park fills my bedroom window. I live at treetop height 
and I wake up to it every morning.  One of the luckiest in 
London. Twice a day I am round the Park, my route and direc-
tion depending on my mood and footwear. I have favourite 
trees and grassy banks and I regularly gasp at the beauty of a 
changing season hitting a favourite spot.

As a little girl, I spent a few years growing up next to Battersea 
Park, in a happy house on Kassala Road. We moved away from 

London and as I grew up I moved abroad too, Beijing and 
New York. I never thought I would be back. 

Growing up with two brothers, we must have lived in the Park 
just across the road. The adventure playground was magical 
and colourful, and I stood in awe at the side as the big kids 
majestically played there. They were kings, knights and pirates 
to me. Grown up children that I idolised for their fleetness 
of foot and strength with the ropes. It was Disneyland and 
Neverland all wrapped up in one exotic corner of the Park. 

My life stages in Battersea were pushchair, to toddler, to pri-
mary school ragamuffin and then we left. The Park contained 
some of life’s best ever birthday parties, cakes, tears, triumphs 
and tantrums. Often within the same afternoon, and if it was 
summer, we were probably drenched wet too, as we crossed 
the road exhausted but happy from another outing. We went 
out in small fleets of rowing boats on the lake, hurling football 
bombs and capturing each other. Proper pirates. And probably 
more in the lake than allowed, we loved it. We also got wet in 
the old round paddling pool for kids, but it wasn’t as thrilling 
as being a pirate with a football on the lake. We exhausted 
ourselves and my mother must have been very grateful for 
the huge, exotic, limitless playground that was Battersea Park.

These were childhood memories, happy but distant, I didn’t 
think I would be back. When decades later I came back to 
London and looked for a place to live, I tried many areas, but 
none of them felt right. Then I rented a flat on Battersea Park 
and everything fell into place. I had almost forgotten I lived 
here as a child, happily the memories danced back. A year 
later I bought my own place on Prince of Wales Drive with 
a balcony onto the Park. What more could anyone ask for. It 
felt good when I moved back, it still does. 

I love the Park. It brings me great comfort and joy. And it has 
treated me very well too. Over ten years living here, now in my 
40s having set up my own business and trying to keep it all 
together, life has had its ups and downs. But the Park stands 
steadfast in its warmth and welcome, delights me with its own 
ebb and flow through the seasons. And is my rock. After years 

Why I love Battersea Park 
Fenella Barber
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abroad, the British seasons are something 
to cherish, and the Park changes glori-
ously with our beautiful seasons. When 
the city or life gives a kick or a punch, 
the Park answers back with a hug. 

For majesty, there is the full river at 
twilight with the lights of the bridges 
twinkling, the carriageway and tree lined 
avenues for symmetry and grandeur. The 
lake for its wildlife and changing view-
points. And the sculpture. Or at least 
one. For me, the Barbara Hepworth is the 
single most enchanting spot, I am a huge 
fan of this sculpture and I pass it every 
day with a silent hello and smile. And 
wherever I am in the Park are the other 
wonderful people of Battersea Park in 
their own worlds and thoughts, walking 
their dogs, playing with family, friends, 
colleagues or classmates. If I wasn’t so 
British, I would talk to more of them. 
I would like to talk to more of them. 
Maybe we can start a Friends of Battersea 
Park Coffee Hour occasionally and meet 
and talk more. I have recently joined the 
Friends’ Committee, so it is something 
I could do. 

The Park has so much life in it. I love 
it. Nothing like it. The views, the trees, 
the sculpture the river, and all of you. 
It is used and loved by so many. Our 
community. 

58 Battersea Bridge Road
SW11 3AG

Tel: 020 7978 5533
www.johnsonpictureframingsw11.co.uk

JOHNSON’S
Picture Framing & Gallery
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Events

Sunday 1
 

Th rive Volunteer Taster Session
Contact battersea@thrive.org.uk for info

Tuesday 3
 Th rive Main Garden

Th rive Garden Tour
Register interest at battersea@thrive.org.uk

Th ursday 12 to Sunday 15
 Battersea Evolution

Aff ordable Art Fair 
See advertisement on page 7

Friday 20 to Sunday 22
 Boules Area 9 to 1 & 1 to 8

Segway Experience
£40 per session

Monday 23
 Doors open 12.15 for lecture 1 to 2pm

Ethelburga Community Centre
60 Worfi eld Street, SW11 4RA

Full details in the beige fl yer enclosed

Th e Friends’ Spring Lunchtime Lecture 
Geoff rey Kibby, author, Research Associate in Mycology at Kew 
and Senior Editor of Field Mycology on Th e Hidden Kingdom 
on your Doorstep—Fungi of Parks and Gardens.
Tickets from friendsofbatterseapark.org/eventshome

Saturday 28 to Monday 13 April
 Children’s Zoo

Easter Egg Search
Entrance +£1.50 inc prize

Sunday 5 Th rive Volunteer Taster Session
Contact battersea@thrive.org.uk for info

Tuesday 7
Th ursday 9
Good Friday 10 
Tuesday 14
Th ursday 16

 Children’s Zoo

Eggstravaganza Day!
Sowing the Seed
Easter Bunny Day
Hedgehog Day
Cocoa Fun Day

Full details of all Easter activities
on batterseaparkzoo.co.uk

Sunday 3 Th rive Volunteer Taster Session
Contact battersea@thrive.org.uk for info

Friday 8 to Sunday 24 Wandsworth Arts Fringe         
Friday 8 to Saturday 9
 Boules Area 9 to 1 & 1 to 8

Segway Experience
£40 per session

Th ursday 14 to Sunday 17
 Battersea Evolution

Decorative Antiques and Textiles Fair
See advertisement on back page

Saturday 16 to Sunday 24 Chelsea Fringe Festival including Th rive
chelseafringe.com for details

Monday 18 to Sunday 24 Chelsea Flower Show week so car parks busy
Sunday 31
 Boules Area 9 to 1 & 1 to 8

Segway Experience
£40 per session

Friday 5 to Sunday 7
 Battersea Evolution

Antiquarian Book Fair

Sunday 7
 Meet at Albert Gate at 2pm

Guided Walk as part of Wandsworth Heritage Festival
£5 on the day

Tuesday 9
6pm to 9pm

 Children’s Zoo

Friends’ 15th Annual Barbecue with live music and children’s 
activities. Adult tickets £18, children £8, 4 and under free Book 
on friendsofbatterseapark.org/eventshome 
Enquiries: 020 7622 5199 or see enclosed fl yer

Saturday 13 to Sunday 12 July

 Bowling Green

Summer in Battersea Park
Including Live at the Bandstand (date tba)
Details from @BatterseaParkLondon

Saturday 20 
2pm to 5pm Peace Pagoda

Annual ceremony with Buddhist traditions
Messages, speeches, devotional music, tea
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Sunday 21
12.45 to 4pm
Entries from 10.30am Bowling Green

Wandsworth Parks Police Dog Show and Armed Forces Day  
All dogs welcome. Th e Friends present a prize for the best trick

 Th ursday 2
 6.30pm for 7pm All Saints Church
 100 Prince of WalesDrive
 SW11 4BD

Friends’ Annual General Meeting

Monday 9   
Full details will be in the next Review

Th e Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture
Speaker from the Small Mammals Society

JU
LY

N
O

V
JU

N
Events

that, decades on,
will teleport them back
to this cold bright hour
in the wilds of an urban park.

Mid afternoon, I pick my way
between their finds; document
each unlit fire
they left behind.

Hilaire
(first published in South Bank Poetry)

Not far from the path,
half hidden by trees,
an opening, a hand
held out in welcome.

Small children
togged up in red
scatter-scamper
through the sudden dell

foraging feathers,
pebbles, sticks and cones;
deep memories of damp earth
and trampled grass

April MorningApril Morning

Hilaire is a Friend, was poet-in-residence at Thrive Battersea in 2017, manages the Doddington & Rollo 
Community Roof Garden and is on the Battersea Society Heritage Committee.  She is co-author with Joolz 
Sparkes of London Undercurrents, a collection of poems published last year by Holland Park Press

We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea,  
Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.

We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to: 

• Listen
• Advise
• Take Action
• Report back—to you    

You can contact us for more information on 
Tel: 020 7622 9259  or  Email:  post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk 
and at 174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND

We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea,
Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.

We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to: 

• Listen
• Advise
• Take Action
• Report back - to you

You can contact us for more information on
Tel: 020 7622 9259   or   Email:  post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk

and at 
174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND

 
 
 
 
We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea, Belgravia, 
Chelsea, Kensington & Knightsbridge.	  
 
 We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to: 

• Listen  
• Advise  
• Take Action  
• Report back – to you 

 
 You can contact us for more information on 
 Tel: 020 7622 9259    or   Email: post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk 
 and at  
 174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND 
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Mediterranean influenced’ dining menu 
like posh lamb or spicy chicken kebabs 
accompanied by a glass of wine. Pizza 
seemed to be the popular children’s 
choice which they devoured as happily 
as we had eaten our lunch. Next time we 
thought we’d come on the Thames 
Clipper river bus. Perhaps too it would 
be warm enough to sit outside. But either 
way, the golfer decided he’d definitely 
bring his pug to this dog and family 
friendly place.  
Megan’s at the Power Station, 27 
Circus West Village, SW11 8NN. 020 
3468 0218. Open every day from 8am. 
Closes 10pm Monday to Thursday; 
11pm Friday and Saturday, and 9pm 
on Sunday. Prices from £5 for wraps; 
Deli Bar (not available on Mondays) 
from £4.50 per portion and mains from 
£12. 

For my second Thames Path walk, I 
left Battersea Park at Albert Gate and 
headed towards Wandsworth Bridge 
where I’d arranged to meet a friend 
at Hotel Rafayel’s Banyan on the 
Thames. This terrace restaurant is on 
the section of the Path just before it takes 
a detour around the heliport. It was a 
warm day, so we sat outside admiring 
the wonderful views across the river 
to Imperial Wharf and Fulham. From 
the smallish ‘modern European’ lunch 
menu, I chose the King scallops which 
arrived artistically presented on a bed 
of thinly sliced sauté potatoes and gar-
nished with wild rocket leaves. I doused 
my side order of warm brown bread in 
the delicious pineapple and parsnip puree 
sauce. My friend ordered the deep fried 
brie salad with avocado, cucumber, 
walnut and sweet peppers, topped with 
a roasted garlic dressing. Neither of us 
could resist a dessert so for me it was 
the apple tarte tatin with salted caramel 
ice-cream and for her, the baked New 
York cheesecake with chocolate and blue-
berry sauce. We enjoyed our meal and 
it was fun, though noisy, watching the 
helicopters taking off or landing. Other 
tables were occupied by lunchers relax-
ing with a book and a coffee or simply 

Partly Heimat
Annabel Stein

The word ‘Heimat’ springs to mind (pun 
intended!) and to save the non-linguists 
from dusting off their German diction-
ary, it means ‘a place which makes me feel 
most at home’. This led me to identify 
eating places where my taste-buds feel 
just that at this time of year. Autumn and 
winter have been and gone so anything 
heavy is out, as indeed is anything too 
light with summer still to come. Getting 
my mojo activated is an added require-
ment thus a walk to my ideal Heimat, 
with a reward thrown in, is my kind of 
treat. And whether it’s because I’m an 
Aquarian, or had gills in a previous life, 
I’m constantly drawn to water hence why 
the Thames Path and Riverside Walk link 
my first two restaurants.

After a brisk walk in Battersea Park, the 
golfer and I followed the river, past the 
Peace Pagoda before swooping under 
Chelsea Bridge to arrive at Battersea 
Power Station and specifically Megan’s. 

With its fresh blue exterior and interior 
of (fake) spring flowers and ivy spiralling 
up the poles, flowerpots hanging on the 
walls, birdcages dangling from the ceil-
ing, and an array of fresh and inviting 
food on the counter, ‘twas a happy wel-
come to spring. The golfer plumped for 
the deli bar. From the selection of four 
salads he chose a portion of fresh green 
beans mixed with broccoli, new potatoes 
and mixed leaves and from the three 
protein dishes, decided on the chicken 
breasts. I went for the bacon and cara-
melised onion wrap. Many locals wan-
dered in buying food to take away, 
including generously filled sandwiches, 
whilst other diners opted for something 
more substantial from the ‘all day 

enjoying a respite from dog-walking. 
The only downside was the pesky cyclists 
who raced past even on the narrowest 
parts of the Path (aka Nature Trail) 
completely ignoring the ‘cycle slowly’ 
signs. If only they could be issued with 
speeding tickets we spitefully thought!     
Banyan on the Thames, 34 Lombard 
Road, SW11 3RF. 020 7801 3638. 
Starters from £8, Mains from £14 
and Desserts £6. Coffee £2.50. Food 
is served daily from 6.30am to 10pm 
and drinks until 1am. 

Chelsea Barracks was supposed to be 
another Heimat moment. This meant 
leaving the Park and Thames Path at 
Chelsea Gate, crossing the River, walking 
past the Lister Hospital and turning into 
this new development opposite Royal 
Hospital Chelsea’s Infirmary entrance. 
Unfortunately at the time of writing, the 
pop-up Chelsea Barracks Kitchen, 
renamed Hideaway by its last incumbent, 
Michelin star chef Ollie Dabbous, was 
closed. The restaurant building looks 
onto the Grade II listed Garrison Chapel, 
now a community centre and gallery, and 
a reminder of the soldiers and drills 
which took place on this site from 1862–
2008. 

I wanted to include this ‘Kitchen’ because 
if Ollie returns over the Chelsea Flower 
Show, and if his last year’s decorations 
inside and out of tall grasses, scented 
plants and a spring garden are anything 
to go by, then you are in for a delightful 
walk, a floral treat and a gourmet meal 
to boot!    
Chelsea Barracks Kitchen, 1 Garrison 
Square, Chelsea Bridge Road, SW1W 
8BG. 020 3994 7000

Retirement Living  
it’s a walk in the park...
Just a 3-minute walk from Battersea Park, Eden Court is a new exclusive  
retirement village and care home opening Spring/Summer 2020. 
The retirement village will provide one and two bedroom apartments along with  
wonderful facilities and services such as restaurant, bar, activities studio, fitness studio, 
concierge services and the reassurance of staff on-site 24 hours a day. The exceptional 
care home comprises well appointed en-suite rooms as well as a small selection of  
larger one-bedroom care suites providing the very best nursing, residential and  
dementia care.

Prices starting from £400,000*
For more information about Eden Court  
or to arrange a visit call us today on 020 3411 3550

Eden Court, 313 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4LU
www.cinnamoncc.com/edencourt

* Other costs and charges apply. Please talk to our sales advisers for further information.
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The Decorative
Antiques & Textiles

Use this advert as a complimentary ticket for two / Battersea

ANTIQUES AND 20TH CENTURY DESIGN 
FOR INTERIOR DECORATION     

FUTURE FAIR DATES
SPRING 2020

Thurs 14 to Mon 18 May

AUTUMN 2020
Tues 29 September to Sun 4 October 2020

WINTER 2021
Tues 26 to Sun 31 January

decorativefair.com
+44 (0)20 7616 9327 THREE TIMES A YEAR

IN BATTERSEA PARK, 
LONDON
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